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In memory of Eftychia Kourkoutidou-Nikolaidou

he year 2014 is a landmark for our Museum, since twenty years have now

passed since the MBC opened its doors to the public of Thessaloniki with its

first “temporary exhibition”, which had the symbolic and emblematic title

“The Return Journey”. In what is now the first gallery of today’s perma-

nent exhibition spaces, this exhibition presented some of the Byzantine and Post-

Byzantine antiquities of Thessaloniki which had returned to the city following a so-

journ of more than 80 years in Athens, where they had been temporarily transferred

in 1916 to the Byzantine and Christian Museum for safekeeping. As aptly described

in the exhibition catalogue, this period was closely connected with the founding of

the first Byzantine Museum in Greece, and of course with the first Museum of Byz-

antine Culture in Macedonia and Thessaloniki. At the same time, it has now been

a decade since the completion of the Museum'’s permanent exhibitions (2004) and
their opening to the public.

And so, wishing to “seal” this double anniversary, not only for our own Museum
but for the history of museum policy in Greece and Byzantine studies generally, we
have chosen seals as the subject for our 2014 Desk Diary. Although seals were em-
ployed even in prehistoric times to secure transported packages or documents, and
subsequently (from the 1st c. A.D.) assumed the form by which they are known to
us today, lead seals form a neglected, unappealing subject for the general public vis-
a-vis coins. Nevertheless, seals not only “stamped” successive historical moments
and periods, but as primary written sources, themselves form a part of history. Their
systematic study clarifies and “writes” the history, topography, administration, pro-
sopography, genealogy, art, and generally the culture of Byzantium, particularly of its

“dark ages”, when other written testimonia remain silent or are absent.

Naturally, the Association of Friends of the Museum of Byzantine Culture could
not be absent from such an event, and is supporting -as it does every year- the pub-
lication of this 2014 anniversary Desk Diary. We extend our best wishes to all for a
Happy New Year filled with good health, and to the Museum of Byzantine Culture
and its employees, our wishes for a Happy 20th Birthday, and a worthy and creative
continuation of their work to date.

Dr. Agathoniki Tsilipakou
Director, Museum of Byzantine Culture

2tn pvAun ts Eutuxias Koupkoutibou - Nikonaibou

0 €10s 2014 anotenei yia 1o Moucegio pas opéonpo, kaBws cupnAnpwvovtal i-
KOOI Xpovia anoé téte Nou AvoIEe TS NUAES TOU OTO KoIve TNS NOANS Pas PE Ty
NPWIN ToU «NpoowpIvh €kBecn» nou eixe tov cupBoniké kal eyPAnpatikd Tt-
Ao «To ta&idl tns enmiotpopns». H ékBeon auth napouaciale otnv NpwIn aibou-
0a s ONPEPIVAS PdvIpNns ékBeons uépos and ts Bulavuvés-petafulavuvés apxaldtn-
1es tns ©gcoanovikns, Nou ENECTPEYAV PETA and napapovn oydévia kal AoV etV
otnv ABnva, énou gixav petapepBei npoowpivd, 10 1916, oto Bulavuvo kai Xpiouavikd
Mouaoeio, npos euAagn. To xpovikd autd, dNws eUCTOXA NEPIYPAPETAl oTov kKatdAoyo
s €kBeons, eival otevd ouvbedepévo pe Ty idpuon tou Npwtou Bulavuvou Mouoei-
ou otnv EANdda kal BePaiws tou npwtou Mouoeiou Bulavuvou MoAitopou otn Make-
dovia kar tn ©gooadovikn. MapdAdnda cupnAnpdvovtal §éka xpdvia and tnv oAokAN-
pwon Twv uévipwy ekBéoewv (2004) tou Mouaoegiou kail tnv anddoon Tous oto KoIvVo.

EniBupdbvias Aoindv va ogpayicoups authy v engteio, Oxi pévo yia 1o Mouogio
pas oo Kal yia TNy Iotopia s pouceiakns noAitkns otnv EAAGOa kai twv Bulavuvodv
onoudwv yevikdtepa, eNNEEape ws B€ua tou npeponoyiou s oppayides. O oppayi-
O€s, av Kal xpnaolyonolouviay and ta NPoiotopikd akdpN xpdvid yia thy dopdneid twv
dlakivoupevwy Gepdtwy h eyypa@wy Kal otn ouvéxela (and tov 1o ai. p.X.) énafav
Hop®n, UE TV onoia pas gival ohpepa yvwotés, ta poAuBdodBounna, anotedolyv éva
NapayvwpIoPEvo, pn eAKUCTIKG YIa TO EUPU KOIVO QVUKEIUEVO, OE OXEON E T VOIoua-
1a. Qotdoo €ival o appayides nou dxi Povo oPpayiCouv TS EKAOTOTE IOTOPIKES OTYHES-
nepi6dous alid kar anotenouyv ol idies KOUPAT NS I0Topias, AUETES ypamtés nnyés. H
ouoTNHAtKA PEAETN Tous anooa®nvicel kal «ypd@el» v I0topid, Ty Tonoypagid,
dloiknon, tnv npocwrnoypa®ia,  yeveanoyia, v ©xvn, tov noAItiopd YevIKOTERA Tou
Bulavtiou, 161aitepa og okotelvés nepiddous, dtav AAnes ypantés paptupies olwnouv
N anouoliddouy.

Onws €ival puoikoé 1o Xwpateio twv Pidwv tou Mouceiou Bulavuvou MoAitopou
bev Ba pnopouoe va anoualdlel and éva tétolo yeyovos umnoaotnpidovias, onws Kaoe
XpOvo, TNV €kdoon tou avé xeipas eneteiakoU NPEpoAoyiou — AEUKMUATOS YIa TO €T0S
2014. Euxépaote o€ 6nous pia kadhn xpovid Je uyeia kal oto Mouoeio Bulavuvou [Mo-
AluopoU kal tous avBpwnous tou Xpoévia MoAAd, kann cuvéxeia kal Snuioupyikdnta.

Ap. AyaBovikn Toifindkou
AiguBovipia, Mouoeio Bulavuivou lModitiouou



espite the financial crisis, the “Friends of the Museum of Byzantine Cul-
ture” have undertaken once again, for the fourteenth year, the costs for
the publication of a desk diary-album, this time with the subject of the
Museum'’s “lead bulls”.

Lead bulls are Byzantine seals made of lead, as well as the documents that car-
ried such a seal. This was a stamp -a bull- through which the string that bound the
document passed, thus ensuring the confidentiality of the text. For the stamping,
the Byzantines employed an iron instrument or ring with the engraved negative of
the scene or inscription, and with this they imprinted the subject on the lead bull.

Archaeologist Maria Polychronaki, who has written the solid and scholarly related
text, cites all the information readers need to know regarding lead bulls. In addition,
the abundant illustration she has selected contributes substantially to this under-
standing. Specifically, she refers to the making of lead bulls, the use of other materi-
als —gold, silver, wax- their importance as historical sources, their relative frequency
in each period, the scenes and inscriptions they carried, the categories of their users

—emperors, empresses, patriarchs, officials and employees of the state administration,
church officials, private citizens— and the 100 lead bulls in the Museum collection.

The Board of the “Friends of the Museum of Byzantine Culture” extends its
thanks to all those who contributed through providing sponsorship for the publica-
tion of this Desk Diary, and wishes all its members and fellow-citizens health, person-
al success, and family happiness in 2014.

The Executive Committee
of “Friends of the Museum of Byzantine Culture”

apd v oikovopikn kpion ol «®didol tou Moucgiou Bulavuvou MoAmopou»
avénaBav yia 14n xpovid kal EpETos tnv dandvn yia tnv ékdoon nueponoyi-
oU - AEUKWPATOS PE Bua authv th eopd ta «poduBdoBounna» tou Mou-
ogiou.
MoAuB66Boundo eival n Bulavuvn oppayida and ponuBdo, anid kai 1o &yypapo
nou @épel poNuRdivn oppayida. Mpodkeital yia tn oppayida —BouAda- péoa and v
onoia nepvoUcoE To VARA Nou €deve To €yypago Kal eaopani{dtayv €tol 1o andéppnto
ToU Kelpévou. MNa tn oppdyion xpnoigonoloUoav éva oldepévio epyansio h daxtuniol
ME XOPAYHEVO TO apvNUKO TNs Napdotaons N s ENypaens Kal e autd anotinwvav
10 B€pa oto poAuBOORouAno.

H apxaloiéyos k. Mapia MoAuxpovdkn, Nou €ypaye Pe €NIOTNPOVIKA ApT-
6TnNta 10 OXEUKO Kefpevo, napabétel 6Aes us nAnpo@opies nou xpeldletal o a-
Vayvmotns yia va yvwpioel 6,1 agopd ta poduBdépounna. EEdAAou kal n nAou-
ola eikovoypdenon nou éxel eninNé€el BonBdel ouoiaotkd o’ autd. ZUYKEKPIUE-
va avaQE€PETal oTnV Kataokeuh twv goAuBdoBouniwy, tn xphon kal dAdwy u-
AIKOV —xpuods, dpyupos, Kepi— TN onpacia Tous ws I0ToPIKA MNyn, th ouxvotn-
1 tous o€ kABe nepiodo, TS NAPACTACEIS KAl TS ENIYPAPES, TS KATNYOPIES TwV XpNn-
OtV —AUTOKPATOPES, AUTOKPATEIPES, NATPIdpXxes, a&iwpatouxol kal undaninAol
s kpatkns dloiknons, aflwpatouxol tns ekkAnaoias, 161MTes— kal th cuAdoyh and
100 poAuBdoPBounia nou éxel 1o Mouaeio.

To Aloiknuké ZupBounio v «didwv tou Mouaoegiou Bulavuvou MoAitopou» gu-
Xaplotel oous cuvEBanav PE T XopNyIKA TOUS CUUKETOXA otnv €k&0oN ToU NPEPONo-
yiou kal euxetal og 6Aa ta péAn Kal Tous cUPNONITeS Uyeia, MPOCWIKES EMITUXIES Kal
OIKOYEVEIOKN EUTUXia.

10 Aloiknuko ZupBounio
v «Didwv tou Mouaeiou Bulavtvou loAitiouou»
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Eyypago kal poAUBGIVA 6ppayita tou HOIPIOan vaomvnvounéﬁsws Kaﬁﬁwmou N ' it s
(1801-1809) (zudnoyn O|Kovopor|'$§ﬁou) - : .

Document and lead seal of Kallinikos IV Patriarch of C: onstanunop/e 7
(1801-1809) (Ekonomopou/os collection). ;
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tou Mouoeiou Buzavavou llomuopou

Aol oI noAiopoi, and ta npoictopikd NN xpodvia, diéBetav ta dikd tous

oppayiotkd epyaneia, onws gyxdpaktous Aibivous kuAivdpous, oppa-

y166A160us kal petaniikd daxtunidia. H Baocikn Agitoupyia pias oppa-

yi6as ntav va diaopanioel éu éva ypdupa, 6éua n éyypago dev Ba a-
voixtel NaBpaia. O napadoaoiakds 1PdNos oPppayiopatos yivétav ndvw oto Kepi h otov
nnAé. Mpwtor ol Pwpaiol dpxicav va xpnaolponololv 1o poAuRl, yUpw otov Npmto al-
@va p.X., npakukn nou uioBetBnke and tous Bulavuvous otn CUVEXela.

Ta poAuB&6Pounna n BouAnes eival ol oppayides nou xpnaoigonolovoav ol Bula-
vuvoi yia va e€aopanidouv to andéppnto otnv addnioypagia tous, enifefaimvovias
T0 YVNOIO TNS UNOYPA®NS TOU KATOXOU Kal anootoféa pias eniotonns kal eEaopani-
{ovtas €10l TN PuUoTKOTNTA TNS. EKtds ano enictonés Kal éyypaga, ol Bounnes oppdyi-
(av Kal epnopeupatkd déuata nou npoopifoviayv yia eEaywyn kal nepvoucav ano te-
Awvelakd €neyxo.

H kataokeun tous yivotav ws eEns: Apxikd kataokeuadlav pikpous ponuBdivous
otpoyyunous diokous pe t péBodo s xuteuons. O1 diokol ixav oto KéVipo éva au-
Adki, tov 6iauio, an’ 6nou NEPVOUOE TO VAPd, N UNpIivBos, NMou To CUVEDEE IE TO €y-
ypao. Mavw og autoUs tous otpoyyunous diokous tnwvav tus Bounnes n oppayioes,
. XPNOILOMOIMVTAs yia th appdyion, apxikd, didgopa cidepévia epyaneia h daxtunidia,
8 ; . P nou feitoupyouoav ws PNtpes. To pétanio énpene va BepuavBei mpokeipgévou va yivel
' y 3 E pe eukonia 1o oppdyiopa pévov and t pia NAgupd, v N niow OYn NapEPEVE ATumn.
Tov 4° aicdva enivondnke to BounAwtNplo, 1o pyaneio Mou ENETPEME TNV TAUTOXPO-
vn o@pdyion Kal twv 6Uo enipavei®dy twv poAuBoivwy diokwv. To BouARwTtNpIo Eixe

Yopayida tou Kwvotaviivou Movaotnpidn pe tov
dylo Tewpylo Kal EUPETpn eniypa®n (12°-13% al.).
Seal of Konstantinos Monasteriotes with Agios
Georgios and a metrical inscription (12th-13th c.).

«Mdptvs pe Tov oov oucémy Kowvotavtivoy
oKémols aefaotdv Tov MovaotypidTyy »
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oxnpa tavanias pe duo diactaupou-
peva oldepévia OTENEXN LE OPUPOEI-
O¢is anoAngels. Ztnv ecwrtepikn nNAgu-

otous onoious o Bulavuvds autokpd-
T0PAS €NPENE va aneubuvetal P Xpu-
odBounno éyypago.

Pd aut®V WV oPUPoEIdwyV anolnh&e-
WV Xapaocootav 10 apvnuKo twv eni-
YPAQWV Kal TwV NapAoTtAcEWY, Ol Un-
tpes bnAadn, nou Ba anotwnmvovtav
otov poAuRdivo Gioko katd tn oppd-
yion. EAdaxiota BouAdwtnpia éxouv
blaowBel, kaBws, yia Adyous aopa-
Aeias, kataotpépoviav petd to Bava-
T0 TOU KATOXOU TOUS.

Y10 Meoaiwva o onpepivds Taxudpopikos Gpakenos Oev u-
MNPXE Kal 1o KAEIoTO €yypapo h n emotonn, ypapuevn pHovo a-
né n pia nAgupd, €npene va inAwBei wonou va vivel éva pi-
KpO MaKETo, T0 0Mnofo otn cuvéxela devotav e éva vApa Kal a-
noé us duo kateuBuvaoels. O1 6Uo AKPES TOU VAUATOS NEpVoUoaV
and tov diaudo tou diokou, otn cuvéxela o diokos dexdtav
v nieon tou BouAAwnpiou Kal €10l enituyxavotav N oppd-
yion kal ané us duo nAsupés eEao®aniovias T YUCTKOTNTA
TOU €yypA®OU, apoU YIa Va aVOIXTEl ENPENE Va KOMEl 1o vAua.

Extos anoé to ponupl, ol Bulavuvoi xpnaoigonoiodoayv Kal
anda uAikd, énws tov xpuaoo, Tov dpyupo Kal 1o Kepi. O1 xpu-
oés oppayides xpnolyonoloUviav anokAgIotKE and tous au-
TOKPATOPES Kal POVOV yia eEQIPEUKA enionpa €yypaga, ta o-
nofa ovopddovtav xpuo6Bounna, evd yia tnv IBIWTKA TOUS
anfinfoypagia xpnaoiponolovcav ponupdéBounia, navopol-
owna twv xpuowv. H autokpatopikn afdnAoypagia Bpioko-
TaV OT0 XEPIA TNS AUTOKPATOPIKNS YPAUUATEIas, Yia auotnpd
opyavwuévn unnpeoia tou lepou Manatiou. To Nnpoowmnikd
s, aunikoi a&lwuatouxol e 161aitepo KUPos, Ntav Npdow-
na tns anoAUtou ePniotoolvns TOU autokpdtopd. O XpUoEs
oppayibes xpnalpyononBnkav yia npmn Gopd kKatd naca ni-
Bavotnta eni Baoingiou A" (867-886), kal kataokeuddoviav a-
noé oupnayn xpuod. To Bapos tous noikie Kal evapuovidétav
e 10 Bdpos Tou xpucoU vopiopatos, anid Kupiws, Ntav o€ a-
peon ouvdptnon pe t onoudaidtnta tou napadnnn.

Y10 €pyo «Iepi Baoifeiou tdEews» tou Kwvotavtivou Z'
Moppupoyévvntou (913-959) avapépovtal dAol o1 enionpol,
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Xxeblaotiki ané6oon Bouddwtnpiou.

Ta xpuodPoudia npos Eévous n-
yepoves, anid kar npos tov Mana, é-
NPEne va éxouv 1o PBdpos dUo Xpu-
oWV voploudtwy, nepinou dnAadn
9 ypappdpia, evd yia tous BaoiAels
s Appevias, Tous Natpiapxes ins A-
vuoxelas, ins Ade€avopeias kar tns
lepoucannu n xpuon oppayida Cyice
000 10 BAPOS TPIMV XPUOWV VOUIoUd-
Twv. Yppayides ioes pe 10 BApos tE00dPwWV XPUCWY VOUICHA-
TV xpnolgonolouviav anokAeiotkd yia tov Apafa xadipn s
Baybdtns kai to coudtdvo ts AlyUntou.

O1 xpuaoés Bounnes nou éxouv owBei eival onavies, kai a-
KOUN onaviotePes €ival oI apyupEs, Ol OMOIES XPNOIUOMOIN-
Bnkav yia neplopiopévo xpovikd S1AoTNpa, KUpPiws and tous
deonodtes s Hneipou kal tns MeAonovvnoou. AvuBétws, ol
oppayides and kepi NTav ApKeTd KoIVES, Opws EAAXIOTES a-
né autés éxouv dlaowbeil, kabBws to kepi ival Baptd UK.

Ta ponuBd6PouAfa, noAUTIPES GLEDES ICTOPIKES MNYES,
penetd n eniothpn s olyiddoypagias. O1 noAudpIBues oppa-
yides nou éxouv dlaowBei oupBdniouv otn penétn s Gopns
Tou nepindokou SlolkNTikoU cucthpatos ths Budavtvis auto-
kpatopias, otnv C€AIEN twv Bepdtwy, twv peyddwyv dnAadn
OI0IKNTIKWY MEPIPEPEIDY, KABWS enions kal tns eKKANCIAOT-
KNs 1Epapxias Kal iotopias. AvidoUvial cuyxpovws NoAUTES
nANPOPOpIES yia TNV Npoowrnoypagia, t yeveadoyia, tn (wn
Kal Tov noAiuopd twv Bulavuvav.

O1 poAuPOIves oppayides xpnaolponomBnkav and 6Aes s
KOIVWVIKES TAEEIS. H Xphon tous, NepIopIopEVN KAtd ToUs Np-
TOUS QIMVES TNS AUTOKPATOPIAS, YEVIKEUTNKE PETA TOV 7° Kal
v €€000 anod tous AeyOUEVOUS OKOTEIVOUS dICVES TNS KPIions
Kal TNS KOIVWVIKO-OIKOVOUIKNS aotdBelas, kal kaBoan tn pe-
ooBulavuvn nepiodo nou kanuntetal and us OUVACTEIES Twv
Makeddévwy (867-1057) kai twv Kopvnvdv (1057-1185). H
autokpatopia totE, yvwpilovias peydan akuh o€ nonituko, ol-
Kovopiké, afnd kal o noditouké eninedo, anaitoUoe éva no-

AunAoko &10IkNTKG cUoTNpa Pe NoAU CUXVA ENIKOIVWVIa YE-
ow anAnAoypaias. OAa &ekivouoav and tnv npwielouaa,
an’ énou &ivoviav oI AUTOKPATOPIKES BIaTayEs Kal el katénn-
yav 6AEs 0l AVAPOPES TWV OTPATIWTKOY Kal NOAItK®Y agiwua-
toUxwv s enapxias. O1 BouAnes oppdyilav tnv addnAoypa-
@ia kai i diakivnon unnpeoiak@y, anid kar I01IWTIKOV gyypd-
QWV WV aflwpPatoUxwy, NouU UnnpetoUoav TG00 OtNV NPw-
telouca GO0 Kal otnv enapxia.

Ytnv uotepofulavuvn nepiodo Kal Kupiws katd tn didp-
kela tns duvaoteias twv MadaioAdywy (1261-1453) nou 1o
kpdtos €ixe neploplotel €6aPIKE, N xpNhon twv oppayidwv &-
AattwBnke onpavukd. Otavoupe ota ©An tou 14 ai., brou
pévov o Matpidpxns xpnoiyonolotoe poAuBdoBounia ota
€yypa@a tou, pia cuvNBEia MOU CUVEXIOTNKE PEXPI TOUS VEWD-
TEPOUS XPOVOUS.

YUS npwiues oppayides ouvavioUpe Pévov napactdoels
kar and us 6Uo nAsupés, evd otadliakd pnaivouv Kal enypa-
®E&s, OUS OMnoies avaypd@etal 1o dvopa Tou anootoféa apxi-
K& o€ op®N Povoypappatos, o ouvtopia 6nAadn to dvopa
Kal n 1616tnta tou katdxou. Ta JOVOypapAUata autd nou eg-
POUV TO OGVOPA TOU KATOXOU Xpnaolponolouvial and tov 6° -
ws tov 8° al. Kai ival otaupdoxnua h KIBWUOoXNUA. UYXpo-
vws eppavidovtal oppayibes Pe AMEIKOVIOEIS AETWY, NMOU arno-
tedoUv pia peydnn opdda nmou enikpatel €ws Us APXES Tou 8%
al. Ytaupdoxnuad povoypagnpata pe enikAnon yia BonBeia
npos 1o XpIlotd h th Beotdko (Beotdke Bonbel n Kupie Bon-
Be1) ouvodeUouv To Bvopda, Tous ttious, ta afihuata, 10 To-
NwVvUUIO Kal T0 ENWVUPO TOU anootonéa Kal Xpnolyonolou-
vtal ws v 11° a.

H eikovoypagia twv Bulavuvaov poduBdofouiniwy gival
noAu nAovaoia. KupiapxoUv ol aneikovioels s ©€0tdKou, Tou
XpiotoU n ayiwv anokaAuntovids pas i Babeid BpnokeuTkn
niotn twv Bulavuviv avBpwnwy. Lnaviotepd XpNaolonolou-
vtal dina Bpnokeutikd Béuata, 6nws o Euayyediopds, n Koi-
pnon ts Bgotdkou, N Metapdppwon anAd kal n Avactaon
tou Kupiou ous oppayides twv Matpiapxdv wv lepoconUpwy.
O1 kpatkol aflwpatouxol eniféyouv oTPaTtwUKoUs ayious ota
poAuBd6BouAnd tous, 6nws o Aylos fempylos, o dylos Anpn-
p10S, oI dylol Be6dwpol, aAAd kal o apxdyyedos Mixana. Xu-

Xv@, 0 KAToX0s s oppayidas enéleye va aneikovioel tov dyio,
T0 GVOUA TOU OMoiouU EPEPE.

21a p€oa tou 11° aiva eueaviotnkav ol EPJUETPES ENYPA-
@€s, nou nanaldtepa ypdgoviav o€ IapPIKS TPiPETPOo N nevid-
LETPO Kal apydtepa and évav n neploodtepous dwbdekaoun-
AaBous otixous. Or éuUETPES eNypapes ouvoéovtal e i Ma-
kedovikn Avayévvnon (9°-11° al.) ye dueon enidpaon and
v kAaooikn EARada, énws unootnpie o Bulavuvonoyos pe-
AEINTAS Twv EuPETpwY oppayidwy nathp V. Laurent.

Extds and us oppayides nou épepav to GvVouad Kal tnv |-
616TNTa TOU KATOXOU ToUs, Undpxel kal évas peydnos aplBuos
nou &ival avVvupes, e Napaotdcels s ©€0TOKOU Kal TwV a-
yiwv otus 6Uo OYEIs N Pe EUUETPES EMYPAPES. TUPPWVA UE
Tous pefetntés, niBavads xpnaolgonolouviav and enayyefpa-
t/es ypageis, nou &ypagav eniotonés os nodites nou dev n-
Tav eyypauuatol.

H yAdooa ous enypagés twv oppayidwv gival n eAnnvi-
KN, wotdéoo cuvavioUpE Kal Aatvikés o€ npwipa deiyuata, a-
né 10 5° €ws Kal US apXxEs Tou 7 al., ondte enikpatel n eAnn-
vIKA. Tnv iG1a enoxn éxoupe kal 6iylwooes oppayides, nou é-
QEPAV ANd TN piad NAEUPA T0 OVOUA ToU KAtdxou pe eAnnvI-
KoUs xapakthpes kal and v aadn vy 1616tnta kal 1o afiw-
pé tou pe Aatvikous.

MonudpiBues ponuPdives oppayides, unonoyidovtal nepi
us 70.000, éxouv SlaowBei ws s PYépes pas Kal puAdooovtal
o€ peydnes ouAnoyés otnv Eupdnn kai tnv APEPIKA, oI NePIo-
00TEPES AyVWOoTtns npogneucns. MoAU onpavukn eival n ou-
Aoyn tou kévipou Bulavuvay pedetdv Dumbarton Oaks tou
Maveniotnpiou tou Harvard. Meydnn kal onpavukn, enions,
unnp&e n oundoyn tou lewpyiou Zédkou otn Baoideia tns EA-
Betias, pe us NepIooOTEPES OPPAYIOES MPOEPXOUEVES aNnd Ta
napdnia tns 6dAacoas tou Mappapd otnv Kwvotavtvouno-
An. Metd to Bdvato tou cunnéktn, éva uépos ts cuAdoyns
eknoINBnke N dwpnBNKe.

H pikpn, addd onpavukn, cuddoyn ekaté Bulavuvav po-
AUBbIVwV oppayidwv tou Mouaceiou Bulavuvou MoAitopou
OUYKPOTNONKE and avaoKapikd eupnpata and tn Bsocanovi-
kn, v Migpia kal tn Pevtiva, ayopégs and tnv npdnv cuddoyn
Zakou, anid kar dwpeés and tn cundoyn Toonodidbn, tn oun-
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doyn Oikovoponoudou kal tAos tn dwped tou Anpntpiou
MoéptoAou pias ohpavukns oppayidas tou otpatnyou Kata-
kanwv Kekaupévou nou é6pace ota xpdvia tou Kwvotavtivou
Movopdxou (1042-1055). To peyanutepo pépos s ektibetal
otnv 4" aiBouca s péviuns ékBeons tou Mouaogiou «And v
glkovopaxia otn Adpyn twv Makeddvwy kal Kopvnvavy, ka-
Bs kar otnv 7" aiBouca «To Aukdews tou Bulavtiou».

Avdanoya PE To eniypa®ikd Kal EIKOVOYPAPIKO MEPIEXOE-
vO T0US, ol peAetNtés xwpilouv Us oppayides os katnyopies. H
oudndoyn tou Mouaceiou Bulavtvou MoAitiopoU anaptidetal
and auTOKPATOPIKES OPPAyYIOES, NATPIAPXWY Kal EKKANCIAOT-
Kov Agtoupy®v, oppayides peAdv s apiotokpartias, 161wt-
KES Kal QVVUES, KOATIKMOV KAl OTRATWUKDOV agIwpatouxwy, .

O1 autokpatopikés appayides dev Slapépouv Moy €iKo-
voypa®Ikd and ta oUyxpovd tous vopiopata. O autokpdtopas
oppayie ta 161wTKA Tou €yypapa, KaBWs Kal ta enionpa avti-
ypagpa twv xpuooPfouddwyv pe ponuPoives Bounnes, mou anel-
kévidav and tn pia nAgupd tov XpIotd h tn ©€0TOKo, Kal and
v dAAN To NOPTPAITO TOUsS.

Andé i ounfoyn tou Mouacegiou Eexwpilel n oppayida tou
autokpdatopa TiRepiou B’ (698-705), mou &ival kai n nafalo-
TEPN AUTOKPATOPIKA oppayida tns cuAdoyns. Anotenei €€oxo
Oelyua autokpatopikoU NopTRaitou, Xwpis ENypaen, Kal tau-
tiCetal xdpn otnv opoIGTNTA TOU MOPTPAITOU PE AUTA TWV XPU-
omv conlidwv nou e€€dwoe o TiRépios B'. EEoxo, enions, &eiy-
Ha NopPTPaItou PETAYEVECTEPWV XPOVWY Eival autd otn 0PPa-
yiba tou autokpdtopa Kwvotavtivou Z' (913-959) o onoios €l-
onyaye ota poNupd6Bounnd tou tov 6po autokpdtwp, To 945,
apoU gnIKPATNOE TwV /AeKANNVQV.

OI autokpdrelpes, enions, xpnaolyonolouoayv SIKES Tous
NPOCWIKES oPpayides, akdun Kal 6tav dev eixav ol idIes v
e€ouoia kal oxedov ndviote aneikdviav tn O€otoko and tn
pia nAgUp@ Kal 1o NoPTPAito tous and v andn. Ltn oppa-
yida tns Eiprvns Kopvnvns Aoukaivas Madaiodoyivas (1288-
1317) oulUyou tou Avdpovikou B’, anid kal o auth tns B¢-
obwpas Madalofoyivas (1259-1282) culUyou tou Mixana H’
elkoviCetal n BeotdKos évBpovn e Tov XpIoTo.

Yynnoi kpatkoi alwpatouxol gixav 1o eEAIPEUKS NPovo-
PIO VA TUNWVOUV TN HOPPN TOU AUTOKPATOPa atis oppayides
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T0US, OMNws oI KOULIEPKIdpIol, aEiwUaTtoUxol ENIQOPTUCUEVOI UE
v eionpa&n tou baouoU Tou KopuEepkiou, Mou eNIBAPUVE TV
nwAnon epnopeupdtwy Kai eixav otn dikalodoaoia Tous neplo-
X€S P peyann epnopikn kivnon. Epooov o aflwpatouxos au-
165 €ixe Sloplotel anod tov i610 Tov autokpdtopd €naipve Tov
titdo tou BaoinikoU KopLiEpkiapiou.

Or1 natplapxikés appayides pas divouv noAvtues nAn-
poQopies OXeUKA pe Tov enionpo titdo tou apxnyou tns Ex-
kAnoias tns Kwvotavuvounéiews, o onoios etefiooetal ou-
vEXWS. Qs ta p€oa tou 9% al. ta natplapxiké ponupdopoun-
Aa @épouyv tov titlo eniokonos Kwvotavtuvounoénews h natpi-
dpxns Kwvotavuvounddews. O natpidpxns Owuos (858-886),
oppayida tou onoiou Bpioketal otn cuddoyn, NpBe o€ oU-
ykpouon pe th pwpaikn ekkAnofa, kal uloB€tnoe pia véea Oia-
Wnwon tou TtAou Tou ws apxieniokornos Kwvaotavuvounonsws
Néas Pcauns yia va 6gi€el 6u n Mpwtelouoa eixe ta idia dikai-
@uata pe i Podpn. Néa addayn napoucidotnke APéows Ue-
14 10 oxiopa tou 1054, énou o natpidpxns MixanA KnpouAd-
pios (1043-1059) embiwEe va UNOyPAUUIOE! TOV OIKOUUEVIKO
xapaktpa s ekkAnafas tou, divovtas tov tto apxienioko-
nos Kwvaotavtuvounonsws Néas Pauns kai OIKoUUEVIKOs atpl-
dpxns, 6énws diapaloupe kal otn oppayida tou Mouoeiou. Té-
fos, o natpidpxns Koopds A" (1075-1081) npdcobeoe pia a-
vagopd otn Beia npoéfeuon s NatpIapxikns eEoucias eAgw
Beou apxieniokonos Kwvotavtuvounéisws Néas Pwuns kar Oi-
Koupevikos Matpidpxns. O titAos autds PEVEI ws CNPEPT apE-
tépANtos otnv natpiapxikn oppayida kar otnv 1616xelpN Na-
TPIOPXIKA ENYPAPN.

O1 ekkAnolaotkoi aglwpatouxol, 0 AVMTEPOS Kal KATm-
1€p0s KANPOS, paptupouvial Héow Twv oppayidwyv tous. Eva
onpavukd olvono nou Bpébnke ota unepwa s Ayias Xogi-
as ©sgoocadovikns Katd us avactnAwWTKES EPYAcies MoU Npay-
patonoinBnkav Petd to ogiopd tou 1978, uas divel noAUTES
nAnpo@opies yia v ekkAnacia s néANs pas.

Ano ta wpaidtepa poAudofouna eival autd twv [pe-
oButépwv kal EkkAnoekbikwv tns Ayias Zogias Kwvaotavuvouno-
Aews, buo and ta onoia Bpiokovtal otn cudnoyn tou Mouosi-
ou pas. To peydno péyebos tous Sivel tnv eukaipia otov kanni-
xvn va xapdagel 1o napadooiakd Bépa tou autokpdtopa lou-

ouviavou, Nou NPoo®éPel TNV ekkANGia tns Ayias Xogias otn
Beotdko. To eIkovoypaikd Tous Béua napépeive idio and tnv
€noxn tou lououviavou, €ws Kal tous MNadaiondyous.

O1 Exbikor tns ekkAnaoias ungpaonidoviav tous pTtwxous
Kal Tous avungpdoniotous, Kal ws ekkAnalaoukd 6pyava e-
ktedoUoav Ts ano®doceis eNBAanAovias cuyxpovws tnv tagn.
‘Eva oupPounio npecfutépwy, anoteNoUpevo and tous ekkN-
O€kbIKoUS PE eNIKEPANNS Tov [NpwTékdIKo, NTAV EYKATECTNHEVO
o€ KGBe eniokonn. X1o vad s Ayias Zopias o péAos tou cup-
Bouniou autol ntav noAU onuavtkos, kabws dikalav tous
KatnyopoUPEVOUS pOVWY, Ol oroiol €ixav Kataguyel oto vao.
‘Hrav, enions, enwpiopévo va BonBd tnv eniokonn ota dioikn-
ukd s kabnkovta, kabws kal otnv kadh Agitoupyia tou vaou.

O1 oppayides 1I81WTMV, YEAWV APICTOKPATIKMY OIKOYEVEI-
wv, Eexwpidouv yia 1o peydno péyebos tous, tnv moldtnta Kal
T0 €IKOVOYPAQIKO Tous Bépa. KabBepia éxer va dinynBei tnv I-
otopia evos 10TopIKoU NMPoowrou nou €(NoE Kal €dpaoe otnv
autokpatopia, énws ekeivn tou loadkiou Kopvnvodouka, nou
xpovonoyeital yUpw ota 1180 kal Bpébnke oto Kaotpo tou
MNAatapwva kal anotenei pépos ts ocunoyns. Aveyids tou
Mavouna A’ Kopvnvou, o loadkios Kopvnvodoukas unnpé&e
opetepiots Sloiknths Kunpou, tnv onoia Sioiknog tupavvikd
ané o 1184 ws 10 1191 nou to vnof katennedn and tov PIi-
xdpdo A’ tns Ayynias, to Agovtdkapdo (1157-1199).

Ano v MNubva Miepias €xoupe tn oppayida tou Afdegiou
Kopvnvou Manaionéyou, yiou tou lfewpyiou Kopvnvodouka
Madaionéyou Kal génfovia yauBpou tou autokpdtopa Ane-
&ou I'" Ayyéndou (1195-1203).

Meydno pépos s ouidoyns katadapfavouv ol oppayi-
6¢es twv aflwpatouxwv tns dnudaolas Kal otpatwtkns Oloi-

KNons tns autokpatopias, kaBs kal afjwpatoUxwy otnv npo-
owrnikh epoupd Tou auTtoKPAToPa.

O1 onaBdpiol, npwrtoonabdpiol kai ornabapokavdiddrol -
tav aunikof otnvy NPOooWIKA UNMNPESCIA TOU aUTOKpdtopd, Ol
owpatopuiakes tou pe ddda Adyia kal unnpetoUoav Oto Ma-
Adu. Ta napandvw TpNukd agiouata divoviav kal o€ dloikn-
€S enapxicv h dAAous aglwpatouxous, MoU €K TwV NPayud-
twv &gv Ntav og B¢on va aoknoouv to nadauavo tous Ael-
toupynua. Edivay, dpws, to dikaiwpa o drolov td ixE, va
pnel oto nandu, va UnNnPEeTnoel tov Baciféa kal CUVENMS vVa
¢n0e1 oe Nnpoownikn ena@n padi tou, xwpis dUWS ol UnnpPe-
ofes Tou autés va Bewpouvtal anapaitntes, yiat Atav NéN e-
€aopaniopéves and 1o PévIpo npoownikd tou nanatou. Ka-
tendvw, otparnyol, udyiotpol, SOUKES 10TOPIKMV MEPIOXWV TNS
Mikpas Acias, Kavouv v egPAvion ToUS PEOW TwV oppayi-
dwv tous, bivovids pas noAnés popés TNV EUKaIpia va napa-
kodouBnooupe tn otadlobpopia kal tnv eEENIEN Tous otn OI-
oiknon tou KpAtous.

Ta ponuBé6Bouna, pikpd katdnoima tou napeBovIos,
oppayifouv pe tnv paptupia tous t {wh Kal 1o €pyo onua-
vuk@v, aiid kar anAov avBpwnwy. AUTOKPATOPES, APICTO-
kpdtes, aunikoi, aglwpatoUxol, oTPaTWTKOl, NATPIAPXES, |-
pwpévol (wvtavelouv Péoa and TUs MPOCWIKES TOUS oppayi-
bes, oupnAnNpPWvoVTas Kal avacuvBEtovias €101 KOPPAta tns
|otopias. ..

Mapia MNMoAuxpovdkn
apxaionoyos
Mouoeio Bulavtivou lMoAitiopou
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Yppayida tou NikoAdou LkAnpoU, payiotpou kai eni
twv 6ENCEWY, [E TN BEOTOKO Kal TOUS ayious
©e6d6wpo kal NikéAao (11° at.).

Seal of Nikolaos Skleros, magistros and epi ton
deéseon, with the Virgin and Saints Theodoros
and Nikolaos (11t c.).

«Zppayis Nucoddov payiotpov
Ka €l Tov defaemy Tov ZKApoU>»

“Affixing one's seal”

[I civilizations, even as early as prehistoric times, had their own

stamping tools such as incised stone cylinders, seal stones, and metal

rings. The basic function of a seal was to ensure that a letter, package,

or document would not be opened clandestinely. The traditional
means of sealing was done on wax or clay. It was the Romans who first began to
use lead around the first century A.D., and this practice was later adopted by the
Byzantines.

Lead bulls, or simply “bulls”, are seals the Byzantines employed to ensure the
confidentiality of their correspondence and assert the authenticity of the signature
of the bearer or sender of a letter, thus ensuring that its contents would remain pri-
vate. In addition to letters and documents, bulls also sealed commercial packages
destined for export which passed through customs control.

Bulls were fashioned as follows: initially, small round lead disks (“roundels”) were
made by the casting method. The disks had a small channel in their center, the diau-
los, through which a string, the merinthos, was passed; this connected the seal with
the document. The bulls, or seals, were impressed on these round disks with vari-
ous iron implements or rings that functioned as molds, initially being used for the
stamping itself. The metal needed to be heated so that the stamping could be eas-
ily done on only one side, while the other side remained blank. In the fourth cen-
tury, the boulloterion, an implement that permitted the simultaneous stamping of
both surfaces of the lead disk, was invented. The boulloterion was shaped like pliers,
with two crossed iron handles having hammer-shaped heads. On the inner side of
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these were engraved the negatives
of the inscriptions and scenes -that
is, the molds- that would be imprint-

weighed as much as three gold coins.
Seals equivalent to four gold coins in
weight were employed exclusively for

ed on the lead disk during the seal-
ing process. Very few boulloteria have
been preserved, as for security rea-
sons they were destroyed upon the
death of their owner.

During the middle ages, the mod-
ern-day postal envelope did not exist,
and a closed document or letter writ-
ten on only one side had to be fold-
ed in such a way as to form a small packet which could then
be bound with a thread from both directions. The two ends
of the string passed through the channel of the disk, which
was then submitted to the pressure of the boulloterion, and
thus sealing on both sides was accomplished. In this way the
privacy of the document was ensured, since the string had to
be cut for it to be opened.

Apart from lead, the Byzantines also used other materials
such as gold, silver, and wax. Gold seals, called “gold bulls”,
were used exclusively by emperors, and only for exceptional-
ly high-level official documents; for their private correspon-
dence they used lead bulls identical to gold ones. Imperial
correspondence was in the hands of the imperial secretariat,
a strictly-organized service in the Holy Palace. Its personnel,
high-ranking court officials, were individuals who enjoyed
the emperor’s absolute trust. Gold seals were in all probabili-
ty first used during the reign of Basil | (867-886) and made of
solid gold. Their weight varied, being harmonized to that of
gold coins, but primarily, gold bulls were directly dependent
upon the importance of the recipient.

In De ceremoniis by Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus (913-
959), all the dignitaries to whom the Byzantine emperor was
obliged to address himself with documents sealed with a
gold bull are noted. Gold bulls to foreign rulers as well as the
Pope had to have the weight of two gold coins, i.e. about
nine grams, while for the kings of Armenia and the patri-
archs of Antioch, Alexandria, and Jerusalem, the gold seal
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Drawing depiction of boulloterion.

the Arab Caliph of Baghdad and the
Sultan of Egypt.

Preserved gold bulls are rare, and
even rarer are silver bulls, which were
in use for only a limited period, chief-
ly by the despots of Epirus and the
Peloponnese. In contrast, wax seals
were fairly common, though only a
few have been preserved, given that
wax is a perishable material.

Lead bulls, which comprise valuable primary histori-
cal sources, are the object of the scholarly field of sigillog-
raphy. The many seals that have been preserved contribute
to the study of the structure of the complex administrative
system of the Byzantine Empire, to the development of the
themes -that is, the large administrative regions- as well as
to the study of the ecclesiastical hierarchy and history of the
church. At the same time, valuable information is obtained
concerning Byzantine prosopography, genealogy, and life
and culture.

Lead seals were used by all social classes. Their use, which
was limited during the first centuries of the empire, be-
came generalized after the seventh century and the emer-
gence from the so-called “dark ages” of crisis and social-eco-
nomic unrest, and became universal during the Middle Byz-
antine period of the Macedonian (867-1057) and Komne-
nian (1057-1185) dynasties. During this period the empire,
which was immensely prosperous at the political, econom-
ic, and cultural levels, required a complex administrative sys-
tem with frequent communication via correspondence. Ev-
erything started from the capital, from which imperial com-
mands were issued, and all reports by military and political
officials in the provinces ended up there. Bulls sealed corre-
spondence and the movement of official service-related as
well as private documents written by officials who served in
both the capital and the provinces.

In the Late Byzantine period, above all during the Palaiolo-
gan dynasty (1261-1453), when the state had become more
territorially restricted, the use of seals declined significantly.
By the end of the fourteenth century, only the Patriarch of
Constantinople continued to employ lead seals for his doc-
uments, a practice that has continued down to the present.

On early seals, we find only representations on both sides,
but gradually inscriptions also were included with the name
of the sender recorded, originally in the form of a monogram,
that is an abbreviated form of the owner’s name and identi-
ty. These monograms bearing the owner’s name were in use
from the sixth to the eighth century, and were cruciform or
box-shaped. At the same time there appeared seals with de-
pictions of eagles, forming a large group that prevailed until
the early eighth century. Cruciform monograms with an in-
vocation to Christ or the Virgin for assistance (Kupie onBel
or Beotdke Bonbel) and accompanied by the name, titles, of-
fices, toponymic, and surname of the sender were in use un-
til the eleventh century.

The iconography of Byzantine lead bulls is very rich. De-
pictions of the Virgin, Christ, or saints predominate, reveal-
ing to us the Byzantines’ profound religious beliefs. Other re-
ligious subjects were more rarely employed, such as the An-
nunciation or Dormition of the Virgin, the Transfiguration,
and the Resurrection, which appear on the seals of the Patri-
archs of Jerusalem. State officials chose military saints for the
lead bulls, including Agios Georgios, Agios Demetrios, the
Agioi Theodoroi, and the Archangel Michael. The owners of
seals often chose to depict the saint whose name they bore.

Metrical inscriptions appeared in the mid-eleventh cen-
tury. In earlier times these were written in iambic trimeter
or pentameter and later in one or more dodecasyllabic vers-
es. Metrical inscriptions accompanied the Macedonian Re-
naissance (9"-11t c.), under the direct influence of classical
Greece, as has been maintained by the scholar of Byzantine
metrical inscriptions Father V. Laurent.

In addition to seals that bore the name and title of their
owners, there was also a large group of seals that were
anonymous, with representations of the Virgin and saints on

both faces, or with metrical inscriptions. According to schol-
ars, these were most likely used by professional scribes who
wrote letters for citizens who were illiterate.

The language of the seal inscriptions is Greek, though we
also find Latin inscriptions on early examples from the fifth to
early seventh century, by which time Greek prevailed. During
the same period we also have bilingual seals that bore the
owner's name in Greek letters on one side, and his title and
office in Latin on the other.

A large number of lead seals -estimated at around
70,000- have been preserved down to our days. Held in ma-
jor collections in Europe and America, most are of unknown
provenance. There is a very important collection at Harvard
University's center for Byzantine Studies, Dumbarton Oaks.
Another large and important collection was that of Geor-
gios Zakos in Basel, Switzerland, with most of this collec-
tion’s seals coming from the coasts of the Sea of Marmara in
Constantinople. Following the collector’s death, a part of his
collection was either sold off or donated.

The small but important collection of 100 Byzantine lead
seals in the Museum of Byzantine Culture was formed by ex-
cavations finds from Thessaloniki, Pieria, and Rendina, pur-
chases from the former Zakos Collection, donations from
the Tsolozidis and Ekonomopoulos Collections, and finally,
by Dimitris Portolos’ gift of an important seal that had be-
longed to the general Katakolon Kekaumenos, active during
the reign of Constantine IX Monomachos (1042-1055).

Most of the Museum’s collection is on display in the 4
Gallery of the permanent collection “From Iconoclasm to the
Splendour of the Macedonian and Komnenian Dynasties”
and the 7t Gallery, “The Twilight of Byzantium”.

Scholars divide seals into categories depending upon their
epigraphic and iconographic content. The Museum of Byzan-
tine Culture’s collection is composed of imperial seals, patri-
archal seals and those of church functionaries, seals of mem-
bers of the aristocracy, private and anonymous seals, and
seals of state and military officials.

Imperial seals were not all that different iconographical-
ly from contemporary coins. The emperor sealed his private
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documents as well as official copies of gold bulls with lead
bulls that depicted Christ or the Virgin on one side, and car-
ried his portrait on the other.

The seal of the emperor Tiberius Il (698-705), which is al-
so the collection’s oldest imperial seal, may be singled out
from the Museum'’s collection. It is a superb example of an
imperial portrait without inscription, and is identifiable on
the basis of the similarity of the portrait with those on the
gold solidi issued by Tiberius Il. Another outstanding exam-
ple of a later portrait is that on the seal of emperor Constan-
tine VIl (913-959), who introduced on lead seals the term
autokrator in 945 after prevailing over the Lekapines.

The empresses also employed their own personal seals,
even when they did not themselves hold power. These nearly
always depicted the Virgin on one side and their portrait on
the other. On the seal of Irene Komnene Doukaina Palaiolog-
ina (1288-1317), the wife of Andronicus II, as well as on that
of Theodora Palaiologina (1259-1282), the wife of Michael
VIII, the Virgin enthroned with Christ is depicted.

High state officials enjoyed the exceptional privilege of im-
printing the figure of the emperor on their seals, including the
kommerkiarioi, officials responsible for the collection of the
tax (kommerkion) imposed on the sale of commercial goods;
their purview extended to regions with major commercial ac-
tivity. Since this official had been appointed by the emperor
himself, he carried the title of imperial kommerkiarios.

Patriarchal seals provide us with valuable information
about the continuously-evolving official title of the leader
of the Church of Constantinople. Until the mid-ninth cen-
tury, patriarchal lead bulls bore the title episkopos (i.e. bish-
op) of Constantinople or patriarch of Constantinople. The pa-
triarch Photius (858-886), one of whose seals is in the muse-
um’s collection, came into conflict with the Roman Church
and adopted a new means of expressing his title as archiepis-
kopos (archbishop) of Constantinople, the New Rome to show
that the capital had equal rights with Rome. A new change
presented itself immediately following the Schism in 1054,
when patriarch Michael Kerularios (1043-1059), seeking to
stress the ecumenical character of his church, rendered his ti-
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tle as archiepiskopos (archbishop) of Constantinople, the New
Rome, and Ecumenical Patriarch, as we read on the seal in
the Museum. Finally, patriarch Kosmas | (1075-1081) add-
ed a reference to the divine origins of patriarchal authori-
ty, by the mercy of God archiepiskopos of Constantinople, the
New Rome, and Ecumenical Patriarch. This title continues un-
changed today on the patriarchal seal and in handwritten pa-
triarchal signatures.

Church officials, both higher and lower clergy, are attest-
ed by their seals. An important group of such seals, found in
the balconies of Aghia Sophia church in Thessaloniki during
restoration works carried out following the 1978 earthquake
gives us valuable information about the church of Thessa-
loniki.

Among the most beautiful lead bulls are those of the Pres-
byteroi and Ekklesekdikoi of Aghia Sophia in Constantinople,
two of which are found in the BMC collection. Their large
size gave the artist the chance to carve the traditional motif
of the emperor Justinian offering the church of Aghia Sophia
to the Virgin. Their iconographic subject remained the same
from the age of Justinian to that of the Palaiologans.

The Ekdikoi of the church defended the poor and de-
fenseless; as ecclesiastical functionaries, they implemented
decisions and at the same time imposed order. A council of
elders consisting of the ekklesekdikoi, headed by the Protek-
dikos, was established in every bishopric. In the church of
Aghia Sophia, the role of this council was very significant,
given that it tried murderers who had taken refuge in the
church. This council was also charged with assisting the bish-
op in his administrative duties, and in the proper function-
ing of the church.

Seals of private individuals, members of aristocratic
families, may be singled out for their large size, quality, and
iconography. Each narrates the story of a historical person-
age who lived and was active in the empire, like that of Isaac
Komnenodoukas (ca. 1180) which was found in the Castle
of Platamonas and forms part of the MBC collection. Isaac
Komnenodoukas, the nephew of Manuel | Komnenos, was
the usurper governor of Cyprus, which he ruled in a tyran-

nical manner from 1184 to 1191, when the island was oc-
cupied by Richard | (the Lionheart) of England (1157-1199).

From Pydna we have the seal of Alexios Komnenos
Palaiologos, son of Georgios Komnenodoukas Palaiologos
and future son-in-law of Alexios Ill Angelos (1195-1203).

A large part of the collection is composed of the seals of
officials involved in the public and military administration of
the empire, as well as seals of officials in the private guard
of the emperor.

The spatharioi, protospatharioi, and spatharokandida-
toi were courtiers in the personal service of the emperor, in
other words his bodyguard, and served in the palace. These
honorary offices were also awarded to provincial adminis-
trators or other officials who de facto were not in a posi-
tion to exercise their palace function. However, they gave the
right to whoever held them to enter the palace, serve the
king, and consequently, to have personal contact with him,

though without their services being deemed necessary, given
that these were already assured by the palace’s permanent
staff. Katepdnoi (Lat. capetani), generals, magistri, and doukes
from historical regions in Asia Minor make their appearance
through their seals, often giving us the chance to follow their
careers and progression in state administration.

Lead seals, small remains from the past, sealed through
their testimony the life and work of both important and ev-
eryday individuals. Emperors, aristocrats, courtiers, officials,
military men, patriarchs, and priests come to life through
their personal seals, thus supplementing and recreating piec-
es of history...

Maria Polychronaki
Archaeologist
Museum of Byzantine Culture
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) AL NIRRTl

Avtokpdtopes s dvvaotelas twy Ilalarodoywy Movoypaupa [TAAT s dvvaoteias Towv [lalaioAdywy



IANOYAPIOX | JANUARY

Mnvas/Month: 01 e EBSopada/Week: 01

30

seveoro . DeutpaeMonday

31

sevePOR203 o TeineTuesdy

01

o , I : ; ; i : Tetdptn ® Wednesda
IANOYAPIOY, « JANUARY H Meprtopn tou Inoou Xpiotou, Baoidgiou tou MeydAou apt y

02

Méuntn e Thursday

03

Mapaokeun e Friday

04

Y&PBBato e Saturday

05

O autokpdtopas TiPépios " (698-705) pe v Mavayia.
E€aIpeUKNS TéXVNS MOPTPAITO TOU QUTOKPATOPd, NAVOPOIGTUNO HE Ta XpUOod Vouiopata nou eE€6wae.

The emperor Tiberius Ill (698-705) with the Virgin.
An exceptionally fine portrait of the emperor, identical to the gold coins he issued.




2014

IANOYAPIOX | JANUARY

Mnvas/Month: 01 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 02

Ta Ayia ©sopdveia

06

Aeutépa ® Monday

YUvags lwdvvou tou MNMpodpdpou

07/

Tpitn o Tuesday

03

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

09

Méuntn e Thursday

fonyopiou Nuoons

10

Mapaokeun e Friday

11

YaPPato e Saturday

Meté 1o Gwrta

12

Kupiakn e Sunday

O Kwvotavtivos Z* Mopgupoyéwntos (913-959) e 10 XpIiotd Kal tnv eniypadn «Kwvotaviivos autokpatwp».
Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus (913-959) with Christ and the inscription “Constantine [the] emperor”.
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2014

IANOYAPIOX | JANUARY

Mnvas/Month: 01 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 03

13

Aeutépa ® Monday

14

Tpitn o Tuesday

15

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

16

Méuntn e Thursday

Avtwviou tou Meyanou

17

Mapaokeun e Friday

ABavaoiou kal Kupiddou MNatpiapxdv AdeCavdpeias

13

Y&PBBato e Saturday

IB" Aoukd, Makapiou Aiyuntiou

19

Kupiakn e Sunday

O Baoifelos B (976-1025) pe 10 Xpiotd Eypavound.

Basil Il (976-1025) with Christ Emmanuel.
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2014

IANOYAPIOX | JANUARY

Mnvas/Month: 01 ¢ EBSopdda/Week: 04

EuBupiou tou Meydnou

20

Aeutépa ® Monday

Magipuou Opodoyntou

21

Tpitn o Tuesday

22

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

23

Méuntn e Thursday

NeogUurou Eykieiotou, Févns Oofas

24

Mapaokeun e Friday

lpnyopiou tou Beofdyou

25

Y&PBBato e Saturday

IE" Aoukd, Fevopmvios Oafou

26

Kupiakn e Sunday

O Mixani Z" Aoukas (1071-1078) pe 10 XpIotd évBpovo.
H eniypagn «MixanA autokpdtwp Pwpaiwv o AoUkas» NEPITREXEI TNV EIKOVA TOU AUTOKPATOPA.

Michael VIl Doukas (1071-1078) with Christ Enthroned.
The inscription “Michael emperor of the Romans Doukas” surrounds the image of the emperor.
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2014

IANOYAPIOX | JANUARY

Mnvas/Month: 01 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 05

27

Aeutépa ® Monday

28

Tpitn o Tuesday

29

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

Toiwv lepapxav

30

Méuntn e Thursday

31

Mapaokeun e Friday

OEBPOYAPIOY, « FEBRUARY

01

Y&PBBato e Saturday

Ynanavtn tou Xplotou

02

Kupiakn e Sunday

O MixanA H' MadaioAdyos (1259-1282) pe 1o Xpiotd.

Michael VIl Palaiologos (1259-1282) with Christ.
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2014

OEBPOYAPIOY | FEBRUARY

Mnvas/Month: 01 ¢ EBSopdda/Week: 06

03

Aeutépa e Monday

04

Tpitn o Tuesday

05

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

06

Méuntn e Thursday

07

Mapaokeun e Friday

Be0bmpou Ytpatnidrou

03

YaPPato e Saturday

1T Aouka (TeAdvou kar Gapioaiou) « Apxn Tpiwdiou

09

Kupiakn e Sunday

O Avdpovikos B’ ManaioAdyos (1282-1328 ) pe 10 Xpioto (ZuA. Oikovoponounou).
Andronikos Il Palaiologos (1282-1328) with Christ (Ekonomopoulos Collection).
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2014

OEBPOYAPIOY | FEBRUARY

Mnvas/Month: 01 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 07

Xapaddunous lepopdptupos

10

Aeutépa ® Monday

11

Tpitn o Tuesday

12

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

13

Méuntn e Thursday

14

Mapaokeun e Friday

15

Y&PBBato e Saturday

17" Aoukd (Tou Acwrou)

16

Kupiakn e Sunday

H ©gobwpa AoUkaiva Madaiofoyiva képn tou autokpdtopa s Nikalas lwdvvn I AoUka Batatdn (1222-1254)
kar ouluyos tou MixanA H” Madalondyou (1259-1282) pe tn Beotoko Bpepokpatovoa (ZuA. Oikovoponounou).

Theodora Doukaina Palaiologina, daughter of the emperor of Nicaea John Il Doukas Vatatzes (1222-1254)
and wife of Michael VIl Palaiologos (1259-1282) with the Virgin and Child (Vrefokratousa) (Ekonomopoulos Collection).
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2014

OEBPOYAPIOY | FEBRUARY

Mnvas/Month: 01 ¢ EBSopdda/Week: 08

17

Aeutépa ® Monday

13

Tpitn o Tuesday

19

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

Toikvonéuntn

20

Méuntn e Thursday

21

Mapaokeun e Friday

WuxoodpPartov, Apiotwvos en. Apoivons

22

Y&PBBato e Saturday

Tns AnOkpew

23

Kupiakn e Sunday

H Eiphvn Kopvnvi AoUkaiva Madaiofoyiva (1273-1317) pe t ©gotoko. H NoAdvia vie Movpepd, eyyovh tou Bovipduou Movepepatkou,
NavipeUTNKE Tov autokpdtopa Avopdviko B’ naipvovtas to évopa Eiphvn. Mépaoe ta tefeutaia xpovia tns {whs ts oth Becoarovikn.

Irene Komnene Doukaina Palaiologina (1273-1317) with the Virgin. Jolande de Montferrat, granddaughter of Boniface Montferrat,
married the emperor Andronikos Il and took the name “Irene”. She spent the final years of her life in Thessaloniki.
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Mnvas/Month: 01 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 09

A’ kal B” Epeols Tip. Kepanns tou Mpodpopou

MAPTIOY, « MARCH

Yopayiba tou Pwpavou Aloyévn, natpikiou kal otpatnyod, e tov dylo AnpAaTplo.

OEBPOYAPIOY | FEBRUARY

24

Aeutépa ® Monday

25

Tpitn o Tuesday

26

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

27

Méuntn e Thursday

28

Mapaokeun e Friday

01

Y&PBBato e Saturday

02

Kupiakn e Sunday

O peténerna autokpdtopas Pwpavés A" (1068-1071) oty apxn s kapiépas tou. O otpatds 1ou ntnbnke oto Mavi{képt o 1071.

Seal of Romanos Diogenes, patrician and general, with Agios Dimitrios.

Later emperor Romanos IV (1068-1071) at the beginning of his career. His army was defeated at Manzikert in 1071.




2014 MAPTIOX | MARCH

Mnvas/Month: 03 e EBSopdda/Week: 10

03

KaBapd Aeutépa Aeutépa ® Monday

04

Tpitn o Tuesday

05

Tetaptn ® Wednesday

06

Méuntn e Thursday

07

A’ Xalpetiopof Mapaokeun e Friday

03

Y&PBBato e Saturday

09

A" Nnoteidv (OpBobo€ias) Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou natpidpxn dwtiou (858-867 kal 877-886) pe tnv Mavayia O6nyntpia. O OdTos, NyetKA Npoownikdtnta
1600 yia v &nIEn s kAaooikns naideias 6oo Kal yia v Iotopia ts EkkAnoias, ouvéBane atov ekxplotiaviopd twv AaBwv.

Lead seal of Patriarch Photios (858-867 and 877-886) with the Virgin Hodegetria. Photios, a major figure
both in the development of classical education and Church history, contributed to the conversion of the Slavs.
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2014 MAPTIOX | MARCH

Mnvas/Month: 03 e EBSopada/Week: 11

10

Aeutépa ® Monday

11

Tpitn ® Tuesday

12

Tetaptn ® Wednesday

13

Méuntn e Thursday

14

B' Xalpetiopof Mapaokeun e Friday

15

Y&PBBato e Saturday

16

B'Nnoteidv Kupiakn e Sunday

Ypayida tou natpidpxn MoAuguktou (956-970) pe tn Beotdko OdnyATpIa.
Seal of Patriarch Polyeuctus (956-970) with the Virgin Hodegetria.
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2014 MAPTIOX | MARCH

Mnvas/Month: 03 e ERSopdada/Week: 12

17

Aeutépa ® Monday

13

Tpitn o Tuesday

19

Tetaptn  Wednesday

20

Méuntn e Thursday

21

I Xaipetopof Mapaokeun e Friday

22

YaPPato e Saturday

23

I NNOTeIdV (LTaUpONpOOKUVAGEWS) Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou natpidpxn Adeiou Zrouditn (1025-1043) pe tn Beotdko Odnyntpia.
Lead seal of Patriarch Alexius | Studites (the Studite) (1025-1043) with the Virgin Hodegetria.
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2014

MAPTIOZ | MARCH

Mnvas/Month: 03 e EBSopdada/Week: 13

24

Aeutépa ® Monday

Euayyeniopds tns Ogotdkou

25

Tpitn o Tuesday

H oUvags tou apxayyénou fappina

26

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

27

Méuntn e Thursday

A" Xaipeuopol

28

Mapaokeun e Friday

29

YaPPato e Saturday

A'Nnoteiwv (lwédvvou tns KAipakos)

30

Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou natpidpxn MixanA Knpouddpiou (1043-1059) e tv Mavayia Odnyntpia. Zuvédeoe 10 GVOUG TOU PE TO 0pIOTKO oXiopa
KaBodikhs kar OpBddogns EkkAnaias to 1054. 10 €hs 6Mes o natpiapxikés oppayides Ba pépouv tov Titdo «Oikoupevikos Matpidpxnsy.

Seal of Patriarch Michael Kerularios (1043-1059) with the Virgin Hodegetria. His name is linked with the definitive schism between
the Catholic and Orthodox Churches in 1054. Thereafter, all patriarchal seals would carry the title “Ecumenical Patriarch”.
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2014

ATPIAIOX | APRIL

Mnvas/Month: 04 e EBSopdda/Week: 14

31

Aeutépa ® Monday

ATIPIATOY, « APRIL

01

Tpitn o Tuesday

02

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

Meydnou Kavédvos

03

Méuntn e Thursday

AkdBiotos Yuvos

04

Mapaokeun e Friday

05

Y&PBBato e Saturday

E' Nnoteiwv (Mapias ths Alyuntias)

06

Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou natpidpxn lwavwn H TigiAivou (1064-1075) pe th Beotdko Bpepokpatolaa.
Lead seal of Patriarch John VIl Xifilinos (1064-1075) with the Virgin and Child (Vrefokratousa).
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2014

ATPIAIOX | APRIL

Mnvas/Month: 04 e EBSopdada/Week: 15

07/

Aeutépa ® Monday

03

Tpitn ® Tuesday

Euyuxiou péptupos

09

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

10

Méuntn e Thursday

11

Mapaokeun e Friday

Avdotaols tou Aaldpou

12

Y&PBBato e Saturday

Twv Baiwv

13

Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou natpidpxn fewpyiou B' TipiAivou (1191-1198) pe th Beotdko MAawépa.
Lead seal of Patriarch George Il Xifilinos (1191-1198) with the Virgin Platytera (orans).
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2014

ATPINIOX | APRIL

Mnvas/Month: 04 e EB6ouada/Week: 16

14

Meydnn Asutépa Aeutépa  Monday
Meydnn Tpftn Tpitn e Tuesday
Meydn Tetdptn Tetdptn ® Wednesday

Meydan Méuntn

17

Méuntn e Thursday

Meyann MNapaokeun

13

Mapaokeun e Friday

Meyano Lappato

19

YaPPato e Saturday

To Ayio Mdaoxa

20

Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou natpidpxn Mafoiou B’ pe tn Beotoko Ppepokpatovoa (1743).
Seal of Patriarch Paisios Il with the Virgin and Child (Vrefokratousa) (1743).
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2014

ATPINIOY | APRIL

Mnvas/Month: 04 e ERSopdada/Week: 17

Aegutépa tns AIGKaIvNoipou

21

Aeutépa ® Monday

Papand, NikoAdou kal EipAvns paptupwv

22

Tpitn e Tuesday

fewpyiou tou Tponalopopou

23

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

24

Méuntn e Thursday

Zwodbxou MNnyns, Mapkou Euayyediotol

25

Mapaokeun e Friday

Kanavbiwvos tou ev Apddais

26

Y&BBato e Saturday

Avtindoxa (Tou Bwud)

27

Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou lwavvn, emokdnou 6wy, ndéAns ts Kunpou (7% ai.) (Awped TooAolion).
Seal of John, bishop of Soli, a city in Cyprus (7 c.) (Tsolozides donation).
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2014 ATPIAIOX | APRIL

Mnvas/Month: 04 e EBSopdda/Week: 18

28

Aeutépa ® Monday

29

Tpitn e Tuesday

30

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

01

Méuntn e Thursday

02

Mapaokeun e Friday

03

Y&BBato e Saturday

04

Twv Mupo®dpwy Kupiakn e Sunday

MATOY, « MAY Eevauxn fpwiopayia

MonupddBounno twv MpeoButépwv kai EkkAnoekdikwy tns Ayias Zogias Kwvotavuvounodns (11 ar.).
O autokpdtopas lououviaves NPooeépel 1o opoiwpa s Ayias Zogias otn ©gotoko. Or ekkAnogkdikol htav NpecBUTepol Pe HIKAOTKES AppOdIOTNTES.

Lead seal of the Elders (Presbyters) and Ekklesekdikoi of Aghia Sophia in Constantinople (11t c.).
The emperor Justinian offers a model of Aghia Sophia to the Virgin. Ekklesekdikoi were elders with judicial responsibilities.




2014

MAIOL | MAY

Mnvas/Month: 05 e EBSopdada/Week: 19

Eipnvns peyafopdptupos, Eppaiy udptupos veopavous

05

Aeutépa ® Monday

06

Tpitn ® Tuesday

07/

Tetaptn ® Wednesday

lwavvou tou Beofdyou

03

Méuntn e Thursday

09

Mapaokeun e Friday

10

Y&PBBato e Saturday

Tou Mapanutou, MeBodiou kai Kupiddou

11

Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupdéBounno twv MpeoButépwv kai ExkAnoekdikwy ths Ayias Zogias Kwvotavuvoundews (12% a.)
E Tov lououviavo va NPOoPEPE! T0 Opoiwpa s Ayias Zogias otn ©e0ToKo.

Lead seal of the Elders (Presbyters) and Ekklesekdikoi of Aghia Sophia in Constantinople (12 c.)
with Justinian offering a model of Aghia Sophia to the Virgin.
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2014

MAIOZ | MAY

Mnvas/Month: 05 e EBSopdada/Week: 20

12

Aeutépa ® Monday

13

Tpitn ® Tuesday

Meoonevinkootns

14

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

15

Méuntn e Thursday

16

Mapaokeun e Friday

17

Y&PBBato e Saturday

Tns Zapapeiudos » AieBvis Huépa Mouoeiwy

13

Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupdsdBounno tou EuotdBiou, biakdvou kar natpiapxikou votapiou, He Natplapxikd otaupd (10% ar.). O natpiapxikds votdpios hiav
0 YPAPPATEDS TNS YEVIKNS NATPIAPXIKAS ypappateias. Epyaldtav e tous votdpious, Tous ypapuatkoUs Kal tous taBourddpious pe apxnyd Tov pwtovotdpio.

Lead seal of Eustathius (Efstathios), diakonos (deacon) and patriarchal notary, with a patriarchal cross (10% c.). The patriarchal notary was the secretary
of the patriarchal secretariat. He worked with the notarioi, the grammatikoi, and the taboullarioi, led by the protonotarios (head notary).
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<

Mnvas/Month: 05 e EBSopada/Week: 21

Kwvotavtivou kal EAgvns loanootdAwy

Tou TupAou

MAIOZ | MAY

19

Aeutépa ® Monday

20

Tpitn ® Tuesday

21

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

22

Méuntn e Thursday

23

Mapaokeun e Friday

24

Y&PBBato e Saturday

25

Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou dwtiou, diakdvou kal xaptopuaka, pe natplapxikd ataupo (10% ar.). O xaptopuiakas, uneuBuvos yia th GUAAEN TwV NATPIAPXIKMV

Kal ENIOKONIKMY apxeiwv, anéktnoe otadiakd Peydnn onoudaidtnta kal petovopdotnke Méyas Xaptopunaé.

Seal of Photios, diakonos (deacon) and chartophylax (chartoularios), with a patriarchal cross (10% c.). The chartophylax, responsible for
the safekeeping of patriarchal and episcopal archives, gradually acquired great importance and was renamed Megas (Great) Chartophylax.




s0nd€t Tw ow Jovdw Nuajta apyiemiokome €

2014

MAIOL | MAY

Mnvas/Month: 05 e EBSopdada/Week: 22

26

Aeutépa ® Monday

27

Tpitn ® Tuesday

Anddooais tou MNdoxa

28

Tetaptn ® Wednesday

Avannyis tou Kupiou

29

Méuntn e Thursday

30

Mapaokeun e Friday

31

Y&PBBato e Saturday

Twv Ay. Matépwv

TOYNIOY. « JUNE

01

Kupiakn e Sunday

MofupdséBounno tou Nikhta apxieniokonou Becoanovikns pe natpiapxikd otaupd (10% at.).
Lead seal of Niketas archbishop of Thessaloniki with patriarchal cross (10 c.).
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2014 IOYNIOS | JUNE

Mnvas/Month: 06 e EBSopdada/Week: 23

02

Aeutépa ® Monday

03

Tpitn ® Tuesday

04

Tetaptn ® Wednesday

05

Méuntn e Thursday

06

Mapaokeun e Friday

07

WuxoodBBaro Y&PBBato e Saturday
H Mevinkooth Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou Nikhta apxieniokoénou Becoanovikns pe ataupod eudoyias (10%-11° al.).

Oﬂﬁfl Tw 0w 00U A®w N lKﬁTa alef'n'lO'Kdﬂw B¢ Lead seal of Niketas archbishop of Thessaloniki with a blessing cross (10%-11t% c.).
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2014 IOYNIOS | JUNE

Mnvas/Month: 06 e EBSopdda/Week: 24

09

Tou Ayfou Mveuuatos Agutépa ® Monday

10

Tpitn ® Tuesday

11

BapvdBa kal BapBodopaiou twv Anoctdiwy Tetdptn ® Wednesday

12

Méuntn e Thursday

13

Mapaokeun e Friday

14

Y&PBBato e Saturday

15

Twv Ay. Méviwv Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou Beddwpou Pounéviou tou 0eBactou Pie ToUs OTpatiwTKoUS ayious Beodmpous Kal Eppetpn enlypapn (11°-12% al.).
Mpoownikh oppayida PéNous s appEeVIKNS APIOTOKPATKAS OIKOYEVEIQS Twv Pounevidwv.

Lead seal of Theodoros Roupenios, sebastos, with the military saints Theodore (Agioi Theodoroi) and a metrical inscription (11t-12t c.).
Personal seal of a member of the aristocratic Armenian Roupenian family.
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2014 IOYNIOS | JUNE

Mnvas/Month: 06 e ERBSopdada/Week: 25

16

Aeutépa ® Monday

17

Tpitn ® Tuesday

13

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

19

Méuntn e Thursday

20

Mapaokeun e Friday

21

Y&PBBato e Saturday

22

B’ MatBaiou Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou loaakiou KopvnvodouUka (12 ar.) pe tov Ayio ledpyio Kal €Puetpn eniypagn. Avigids tou autokpdtopa Mavouni A’ Kopvnvou,
oQEeTEPIOTNKE TNV £ouaia anod to vopigo dioiknth s Kunpou, kai diofknoe twpawvikd 1o vnoi and 1o 1184 éws 1o 1191 nou kataiheOnke

) SOUKO,TL'al 8a ,umpdﬁev Iaaafmov 0 ané 1o Pixépdo A" tns Ayyiias tov Aeoviokpado.

, , , Seal of Isaakios Komnenodoukas (12 c.) with Agios Georgios and a metrical inscription. The nephew of emperor Manuel | Komnenos, he usurped power
aTOoTaAlS 'yaIU/ngS' T€, LapTus, from the legitimate governor of Cyprus and governed the island tyrannically from 1184 to 1191, when it was conquered by Richard | (the Lionheart).
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2014 IOYNIOS | JUNE

Mnvas/Month: 06 e EBSopdada/Week: 26

23

Aeutépa ® Monday

24

To levéaiov tou Mpodpopou Tpitn o Tuesday

25

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

26

AaBi6 tou Ooifou tou ev Becoanovikn Méuntn e Thursday

27

Mapaokeun e Friday

28

Y&PBBato e Saturday

29

Nétpou kai NMatiou Anootéiwy Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou Kwvotavtivou Kapdtn, tou oeBaotoy, e i Bgotdko (12°% al.).
Enituxnpévos otpatwukds, NavipeUTnKe TV aviyid tou lwdavvn B’ Kopvnvou, Mapia Kopvnvn, naipvovias tov titdo tou oeBaotod.

Seal of Konstantinos Kamytzes, sebastos, with the Virgin (12th c.).
A successful soldier, he married the niece of John Il Komnenos, Maria Komnene, and assumed the title of sebastos.

81



2014 IOYAIOT | JULY

Mnvas/Month: 07 e ERSopdada/Week: 27

30

H Zuvalis twv Abdeka Anootéiwy Agutépa ® Monday

01

Kooud kai Aapiavol Avapyupwy Tpitn o Tuesday

02

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

03

Méuntn e Thursday

04

Mapaokeun e Friday

05

Y&PBBato e Saturday

06

N Matbaiou Kupiakn e Sunday

TOYAIOY, « JULY

Avivupo poAupddBounio tou 129 aidva, Pe Tov Ayio fedpyio £QINMO Kal ToV NPWTOHAPTUPA LTEPAVO.
H eikovoypdpnon épinnwv ayiwv ota poAuBdoouia eival ondavia.

An anonymous lead seal of the 12" century, with Agios Georgios on horseback and the first martyr Stephanos.
Depictions of mounted saints on lead seals are rare.




2014 IOYAIOT | JULY

Mnvas/Month: 07 e EBSopdda/Week: 28

07/

Kupiakns Meyafopdptupos Agutépa ® Monday

03

Tpitn ® Tuesday

09

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

10

Méuntn e Thursday

11

Eugnpias peyanopdptupos, Ofyas ioanootdiou Mapaokeun e Friday

12

Y&PBBato e Saturday

13

Ay. Matépwv Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou Kwvotavtivou Movaotnpidtn pe tov ayio ledpylo kal €Ppetpn ntypagn (129-13 ar.). O kdtoxos s oppayidas gpépel tov ttio tou ogBaotod,
Mou €KT6S and ta PEAN NS AUTOKPATOPIKAS OIKOYEVEIDS anodiddTtav Kal oe HIoIKNTES peydAwy SIOIKNTKMY NEPIPEPEIDV.

Seal of Konstantinos Monasteriotes with Agios Georgios and a metrical inscription (12th-13th c.). The seal’s owner bore the title sebastos,
which in addition to members of the imperial family was also given to the commanders of large administrative regions.
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2014 IOYAIOT | JULY

Mnvas/Month: 07 e EBSopdada/Week: 29

14

Aeutépa ® Monday

15

Tpitn ® Tuesday

16

Tetaptn ® Wednesday

17

Ay. Mapivns ueyafopdptupos Mépntn e Thursday

13

Mapaokeun e Friday

19

Y&PBBato e Saturday

20

YT MatBaiou, HAI0U tou Mpogntou Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou lwavvn unatikoU pe otaupdoxnpo povoypaenpa (550-650). O unaukds htav avatatos dioiknukds undAfnos.
Seal of John hypatikos with a cruciform monogram (550-650). The hypatikos was a senior administrative officer.




2014 IOYAIOT | JULY

Mnvas/Month: 07 e EBSopdada/Week: 30

21

Aeutépa ® Monday

22

Mapias tns Maydainvas Tpitn o Tuesday

23

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

24

Méuntn e Thursday

25

Koipnois Ay. Avwns Mapaokeun e Friday
MapacKEUAS OCIOPAPTUPOS Y&PBBato e Saturday
7' MatBaiou, MavieAenpovos iapatikou Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounio tou Beodmpou pe Nnapdotacn agtou kal AEovVIa Kal ataupOoxnua povoypaghnpata (7° ar.).
Yopayides pe agtd xpnolgonolinBnkav an’ tov 6° €ws tov 8° aidva.

Lead seal of Theodoros with a depiction of an eagle and lion and cruciform monograms (7 c.).

«BeotoKe ﬁOﬂl?Gl @GOSéP(D » Seals with an eagle were in use from the 6% to 8% century.




2014 IOYAIOT | JULY

Mnvas/Month: 07 e EBSopada/Week: 31

23

Eipfvns Xpuoopanaviou Agutépa ® Monday

29

Tpitn ® Tuesday

30

Tetaptn ® Wednesday

31

Méuntn e Thursday

01

Mapaokeun e Friday

02

Y&PBBato e Saturday

03

H’ MatBaiou Kupiakn e Sunday

AYTOYXTOY, « AUGUST

Yopayiba tou onabdpiou Kwvotaviivou pe otaupoeldés povoypdenpa kal enlypadn enikinoews otn Beotéko (9% al.).
YnaBdpiol kal npwtoonabdpior htav aufikof otnv NPOowWNIKA GPOUPE TOU AUTOKPATOPd.

Seal of the spatharios Konstantinos with cruciform monogram and an inscription with an invocation to the Virgin (9 c.).
The spatharioi and protospatharioi were members of the court who served in the emperor’s personal bodyguard.
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2014 AYTOYSTOS | AUGUST

Mnvas/Month: 08 e ERSopdada/Week: 32

04

Aeutépa ® Monday

05

Tpitn ® Tuesday

06

Metapéppwaon Tou Lwinpos Tetdptn ® Wednesday

07

Méuntn e Thursday

03

Mapaokeun e Friday

09

Y&PBBato e Saturday

10

0 MatBaiou Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou Baoidikou kouBikourdpiou lwdavvn Pe otaupoeldés Jovoypdenua Kal enlypagn enikAnoews oth Bgotoko (9% a.).
O kouBikoundpios htav o uNeUBUVOS ToU UNVOdWHATIOU TOU AUTOKPATOPa.

Lead seal of the imperial koubikoularios loannes with a cruciform monogram and an inscription with an invocation to the Virgin (9 c.).
The koubikoularios was responsible for the emperor’s bedchamber.
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2014 AYTOYSTOS | AUGUST

Mnvas/Month: 08 e ERSopdada/Week: 33

11

Aeutépa ® Monday

12

Tpitn o Tuesday

13

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

14

Méuntn e Thursday

15

Koipnon tns ©gotkou Mapaokeun e Friday

16

YaPPato e Saturday

17

I'MatBaiou Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou Afegiou Kopvnvodouka Manaiondyou, yiou tou lewpyiou kar péAnovios yauBpou tou autokpdtopa Adegiou I Ayyéiou (1195-1203)
UE Tov Titio npwtonavoeBactolnéptatos, NoU AvAKE OTOUS avMTATous TTtAoUS TNS AUTOKPATOPIKAS OIKOYEVEITS.

Seal of Alexios Komnenodoukas Palaiologos, son of George and future son-in-law of the emperor Alexios Ill Angelos (1195-1203)
with the title of protopansebastohypertatos, one of the imperial family’s highest titles.

95







2014 AYTOYSTOS | AUGUST

Mnvas/Month: 08 e ERSopdda/Week: 34

13

Aeutépa ® Monday

19

Tpitn ® Tuesday

20

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

21

Méuntn e Thursday

22

Mapaokeun e Friday

23

Y&PBBato e Saturday

24

IA" MatBaiou, Koopd AtwAoU Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou Aéovta, BaoiAikou npwitoonabdpiou kai atpatnyou Bgcoanovikns, Pe NAtpIapxiké otaupd (10 al.).
lows npokertal yia tov otpatyo Aéovia XitdiAdkn, Nou avuuetdnios tous Apafes Zapaknvous katd v dAwon s ndans 10 904.

Seal of Leo, imperial protospatharios and strategos of Thessaloniki, with a patriarchal cross (10% c.).
This may be the general Leo Chitzilakes, who faced the Arab Saracens during the capture of the city in 904.

rpwtooTadapin kar aTpaTyyd
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2014 AYTOYSTOS | AUGUST

Mnvas/Month: 08 e ERSopdada/Week: 35

295

Aeutépa ® Monday

26

Tpitn ® Tuesday

27

davoupiou veopavous, XpUoootOHoU Y ulpvns Tetdptn ® Wednesday

28

Méuntn e Thursday

29

H Anotoun tou Mpodpduou Mapaokeun e Friday
AREEAVOP0U Kawvatavtivoundiews Y&PBBato e Saturday
IB" MatBaiou, KatéBeors Tipias Zdvns tns ©gotokou Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayiba tou npwrtoonabdpiou kai aonkpntn Kwvotavtivou (10% ar.). O npwtoonabdpios fhtav aufikds, eV 0 aonkpAtns O AUTOKPATOPIKOS YPAPKUATEDS,
nou yvapIle ta anéppnta ToU KPAtous Kal ixe peyann enippon otnv eEouaia.

Seal of the protospatharios and asekretes Konstantinos (10% c.). The protospatharios was a courtier, while the asekretes was the imperial secretary,

dovAw Kwvatavtivo /3a0' ALK TTPWTO privy to state secrets and wielding great influence over those in power.
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2014 SEMTEMBPIOY | SEPTEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 09 e ERSopdda/Week: 36

01

YEITEMBPIOY. « SEPTEMBER Apxn tns Ivoiktou, Zupedv Xtudftou Aeutépa ® Monday
NV Y J2.° Ol 4 DI VAT
Mdapavtos peyanopdptupos Tpitn o Tuesday

03

Tetaptn ® Wednesday

04

Mépntn e Thursday

05

Mapaokeun e Friday

06

Y&PBBato e Saturday

07

Mpo ths Yydoews Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou onabdpiou Tlavin pe eniypa®n enikANCEwSs npos tov Inoou (10° al.).

Ol€ ﬂOﬁﬁGl Tw 0w 00UA® T{a/V{ﬂ nprOUﬂaﬁap{ Seal of the spatharios Tzanzes with an inscription containing an invocation to Jesus (10% c.).
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2014 SEMTEMBPIOY | SEPTEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 09 e ERSopdada/Week: 37

03

levéBAiov ths OgotoKou Aeutépa ® Monday
lwakeip kat Avwns Tpitn e Tuesday

10

Tetaptn » Wednesday

11

Méuntn e Thursday

12

Mapaokeun e Friday

13

Y&BBato e Saturday

14

Yywon Tigiou Ytaupol Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou Zioiwiou, payiotpou Kai yevikoU AoyobEm, Pe tov apxdyyeno Mixana (10% ar.) (Awped TooAoidn).
O kdtoxos s oppayidas Ntav avdtatos aflwpatodxos Kal enikepanns ts nonitkns dloiknons.

Lead seal of Sissinios, magistros and genikos logothetes, with the Archangel Michael (10 c.) (Tsolozides donation).

B Oﬁﬂf 1 Tw 0w 00UA®w Z10wviw ,uayL'O' TOW KAl YEVIK The seal’s owner was a senior official and head of civil administration.
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2014 SEMTEMBPIOY | SEPTEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 09 e EBSopdada/Week: 38

15

Agutépa ® Monday

16

Eugnpias Meyafoudptupos Tpitn o Tuesday
Togias, Miotews, Ayanns, EANiGos Tetaptn » Wednesday

13

Méuntn e Thursday

19

Mapaokeun e Friday

20

Euotabiou peyaopdptupos Y&BBato e Saturday
Metd v Yywav Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou Lpavou, avbundrou, natpikiou Kal urndrou e T Bgotdko (10%-11% ar.). O k&toxos pe Tov UPNTKO ttio tou natpikiou
Atav kai ikaoukés, kabs o Unatos katd tov 10° aimva eixe SIKAoUkEs appodIOTNTES.

Lead seal of Stephanos, anthypatos, patrikios and hypatos with the Virgin (10%-11% c.). The seal’s owner with the honorary title of patrikios
was also an officer of the court, since the hypatos had judicial responsibilities in the 10 century.
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«Kuvpte Bonder [wdvvy omadaporxovSikovdapio »

2014

YEMTEMBPIOX | SEPTEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 09 e EBSopdada/Week: 39

DOwKa 1IEPOUAPTUPOS

22

Aeutépa ® Monday

23

Tpitn e Tuesday

©éknns loanootdiou

24

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

25

Méuntn e Thursday

Metdotaois lwdvvou Bgondyou

26

Mapaokeun e Friday

27

Y&BBato e Saturday

A" Noukd

28

Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayiba tou lwavvn, pe tov upnukd titio tou onabapokouBikouddpiou kal tn Bgotoko (10°-11% al.).

Seal of loannes bearing the honorary title of spatharokoubikoularios with the Virgin (10t-11t% c.).
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2014 OKTQBPIOE | OCTOBER

Mnvas/Month: 10 e EBSopdada/Week: 40

29

Aeutépa ® Monday

30

Tpitn e Tuesday

01

Tetaptn » Wednesday

02

Méuntn e Thursday

03

Alovuciou Apgonayitou Mapaokeun e Friday

04

Y&BBato e Saturday

05

B' Aoukd Kupiakn e Sunday

OKTQBPIOY. « OCTOBER

Yopayiba tou Baoifeiou Enpou, Beotdpxn kai kpith s MeAonovvioou kal EARGS0s, pe tous ayious Mdapko kal Beddwpo (11 a.)
YynAoBabpos otpauwukos (Beotdpxns), kateixe onoudaies dikaoukés B€aels oty enapxia (kpitnis).

Seal of Basil Xeros, vestarches and krites of the Peloponnese and Greece, with Saints Markos and Theodoros (11t c.)
A high-ranking military officer (vestarches), he held important judicial positions in the provinces (krites).

III




2014 OKTQBPIOE | OCTOBER

Mnvas/Month: 10  EBSopada/Week: 41

06

Aeutépa ® Monday

07/

Tpitn e Tuesday

03

Tetaptn » Wednesday

09

Méuntn e Thursday

10

Mapaokeun e Friday

11

Y&BBato e Saturday

12

N Noukd Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou lwavvn, Béotn, kpith eni Tou 1MMobpOLoU Kal €N TwV OIKEIaKWY PE T B€0tdko kal tov dyio NikéAao (119 ai.). O1 kpités tou Innobpdpou Atav
ol &ikaoukoi tou dikaotnpiou, nou €dpeue otov INnoddpopo, dinAa oto nafdu. O enf twv oikelakby Htav o UNeUBuVos dloIKNTAS
v eykatafeneppévav I610KTNOIWMV, NOU NEPIEPXOVTAV OTO KPATOS.

Seal of loannes, vestes, krites of the hippodrome and epi ton oikeiakon, with the Virgin and Agios Nikolaos (11t c.). The krites of the hippodrome were
the judges of the court, that had its seat in the Hippodrome, beside the palace. The epi ton oikeiakon was the administrative officer
of abandoned private properties that reverted to the state.
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2014

OKTQBPIOY | OCTOBER

Mnvas/Month: 10 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 42

13

Aeutépa ® Monday

14

Tpitn e Tuesday

15

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

16

Méuntn e Thursday

17

Mapaokeun e Friday

Aoukd tou Euayyenioth

13

Y&BBato e Saturday

" Aoukd

19

Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayiéa tou fpnyopiou, onabapokavdibdrou kai pei(otEépou tou xpuookaBapiou, Pe v Beotdko Aylocopitooa (11° al.).
O1 araBapokavdiddror htav auAikoi, eva ol xpuookAdBapor ol texvites nou epydloviav oto xpuodkiaBov, 10 epyactPIo KATAOKEUNS
TWV XPUOWV TaIVIKV Nou xpnalgonololviav ota enfonpa evdupata. O Tpnydplos Atav o pelldtepos, dni. o enikepanns.

Seal of Gregorios, spatharokandidatos and greater than the chrysoklavarios, with the Virgin Hagiosoritissa (11% c.).
The spatharokandidatoi were members of the court, while the chrysoklavaioi were the artisans who worked in the chrysoklavon, the workshop
for the production of gold bands used on formal vestments. Gregorios was the major chrysoklavarios, i.e. the head of the workshop.
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Mnvas/Month: 10 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 43

lakdBou tou Adenpobéou

YU Aoukd, Anuntpiou Meyadopdptupos tou MupofBnntou

OKTQBPIOY | OCTOBER

20

Aeutépa ® Monday

21

Tpitn e Tuesday

22

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

23

Méuntn e Thursday

24

Mapaokeun e Friday

25

Y&BBato e Saturday

26

Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou Kwvotavtivou Beotdpxn, katendvw MeAimvis kal avaypa@éa, pe tov ayio Anpntpio (11° ar.). O dioiknths ts Meditnvns,
npwtevouoas tou Bépatos Kannadokias, eixe otpatwtkd kal noAiukd afiwpa. O Beotdpxns hrav uynAdfabuos otpatwtkds, evd o katendvw o HIoIkNThs
peyanwv enapxidv. O avaypapéas, OIKOVOUIKOS agiwpatouxos, éneyxe s IS1oKtnafes, kaBmSs Kal av ol KEToxof Tous NARPwvVav oto KPAtos.

Seal of Konstantinos vestarches, katepano of Melitine and anagrapheus, with Agios Dimitrios (11t c.). The administrator of Melitine,
capital of the theme of Cappadocia, held a military and political office. The vestarches was a high-ranking military officer, while the katepano was the
administrator of large provinces. The anagrapheas, a financial official, monitored private properties and whether their owners paid their dues to the state.

11y



2014 OKTQBPIOE | OCTOBER

Mnvas/Month: 10 e EB6opada/Week: 44

27

Aeutépa ® Monday

28

EOvikA Foptn Tpitn o Tuesday

29

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

30

Méuntn e Thursday

31

Mapaokeun e Friday

01

‘ ¢ ; Y&BPato e Saturda
NOEMBPIOS. « NOVEMBER Kooud kal Aauiavou twv AvapyUpwy PPat uraay
£’ Aoukd Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayiéa tou Nikhta Xadkoutdn, npwtoonabdpiou kai niokentitn tou Medvdpou (11 al.). Zinv koiNada tou Medvdpou otn M. Aaia unhpxav
QUTOKPATOPIKG KTINHATA (EMIOKEWES), DIOXEIPIOTES TWV ONOIWV NTAV O ENIOKENTITES, KABMS Kal o uneuBuvol v dnPoadiwv €pywv.

Seal of Niketas Chalkoutzes, protospatharios and episkeptites tou Meandrou (11th c.). The Meander valley in Asia Minor with its imperial estates
(episkepseis), managed by the episkeptites as well as those responsible for public works.
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2014 NOEMBPIOY | NOVEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 11 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 45

03

Avakopion Aeigdvay fewpyiou Tponaiopopou Agutépa ® Monday

04

Tpitn e Tuesday

05

Tetaptn » Wednesday

06

Méuntn e Thursday

07/

Mapaokeun e Friday

03

Y Ovan TaGlapxdv Mixand kai faBpind Y&BBato e Saturday
7" Noukd, Nextapiou Meviandiews Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou otpatnyou Katakadwv Kekaupévou pe tov apxdyyeio Mixana. EAAnvo-appevikis oikoyeveias, tonoBethBnke anod tov Kwvotaviivo Movopdxo,
OtPATWUKO Kal NoAitkd S1oIknth tou B€patos tns Avoxeias pe ta agidpata tou douka Kal tou payiotpou (1042-1055) (Awped Mdptoou).

Seal of the general Katakalon Kekaumenos with the Archangel Michael. Constantine IX Monomachos installed Kekaumenos,

who was from a Greek-Armenian family, as the military and civil administrator of the theme of Antioch with the offices

of doukas and magistros (1042-1055) (Portolos donation ).
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2014

NOEMBPIOZ | NOVEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 11 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 46

10

Aeutépa ® Monday

Mnva peyafopdptupos

11

Tpitn e Tuesday

12

Tetaptn » Wednesday

13

Méuntn e Thursday

®iAinnou anootéAou

14

Mapaokeun e Friday

15

Y&BBato e Saturday

MatBaiou tou Euayyeniot

16

Kupiakn e Sunday

Monupdivn oppayida tou Nikhta, enéntn ndons s Avosws kai avBpwnou tou Baoidéa, pe tnv Mavayia Aylocopituooa (11% ar.). O1 endntes endntevav
Kai édeyxav us I610KTNOIES OE aNOPAKPUOPEVES NEPIOXES, avaBewpolaoav To Kinpatondyio kal kaBdpilav 1o popo nou 6eife KABe 1610KTTNS.

Lead seal of Niketas, epoptes pases tes Dyseos and anthropos tou Basilea, with the Virgin Hagiosoritissa (11t c.). The epoptes oversaw
and controlled private properties in remote regions, reviewed the cadastre (land registry), and determined the taxes owed by owners.
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Mnvas/Month: 11 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 47

Ta Elodbia tns ©gotdkou

©' Noukd

NOEMBPIOZ | NOVEMBER

17

Aeutépa ® Monday

13

Tpitn e Tuesday

19

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

20

Méuntn e Thursday

21

Mapaokeun e Friday

22

Y&BBato e Saturday

23

Kupiakn e Sunday

Yopayida tou NikoAdou IxkAnpou, payiotpou kai eni twv denoewv, Pe T BEOTOKO Kal Tous ayious Beddwpo kal NikdAao (11% ar.).
O pdyiotpos eni twv denoewv dexdtav, ouvéNneye kal TagVOPOUOE Ta ITAPATA Twv NOAITMY NPOS TOV AUTOKPATopa.

Seal of Nikolaos Skleros, magistros and epi ton deéseon, with the Virgin and Saints Theodoros and Nikolaos (11% c.).

The magistros epi ton deéseon collected and classified citizens’ requests to the emperor.




2014 NOEMBPIOY | NOVEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 11 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 48

24

Aeutépa ® Monday

25

Alkatepivns Meyafopdptupos Tpitn o Tuesday
TruAiavoy MagAayévos Tetdptn ® Wednesday

27

Méuntn e Thursday

28

Mapaokeun e Friday

29

Y&BBato e Saturday

30

Avbpéou tou MNpwiokARtou Kupiakn e Sunday

Topayiéa tou lwavvn, aonkpnitn kar npwtovotdpiou twv Mayydvawv (1020-1060), pe tov dyio lwdvvn Mpoddpopo. O npwrovotdpios twv Mayydvawv
htav o SeUtepos t Tagel a€lwpatoUxos tns unnpeaias v Mayyavwv, pe Kabnkov tv eKPETaNNEUoN TwV AUTOKPATOPIKMY KINPATWY.
O lwdvvns ntav kar aonkpAts, undAAnAos s auToKPaTopIKAS YPAUUATES.

Seal of loannes, asekretes and protonotarios of Mangana (1020-1060), with Agios loannes Prodromos (St. John the Baptist). The protonotarios
of Mangana was the second-ranking official in the service of Mangana, with the duty of developing the imperial estates.
loannes was also asekretes, an official in the imperial secretariat.
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2014 AEKEMBPIOE | DECEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 12 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 49

01

Aeutépa ® Monday

02

Tpitn e Tuesday

03

Tetaptn » Wednesday

04

AEKEMBPIOY., « DECEMBIER

BapPdpas Meyadopdptupos Méuntn e Thursday
05
TaPBa tou Hylaopévou Mapaockeun e Friday
06
NikoAdou MUpwV 10U BaupatoupyoU Y&BBato e Saturday
07/
I' Aoukd Kupiakn e Sunday

Monupdivn oppayida tou natpikiou kai otpatnyou BaoiAgiou Anokdnn (1054) e tov opdvupo tou dyio Baoideio.
O titdos tou natpikiou anodiddtav oe uynious agiwPatouxous, Vi 0 otpatnyds Ntav o eNIKEPAnns tou BEuatos.

Lead seal of the patrikios and strategos (general) Basil Apokapes (1054) with his namesake Saint Basil.
The title of patrikios was given to high officials, while the strategos was the head of a theme.
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2014

AEKEMBPIOX | DECEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 12 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 50

03

Aeutépa ® Monday

Yuninyis Ayias Avns

09

Tpitn o Tuesday

10

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

11

Méuntn e Thursday

Y nupidwvos TpipuBouvtos tou Baupatoupyol

12

Mapaokeun e Friday

13

Y&BBato e Saturday

IA" Aouka

14

Kupiakn e Sunday

MonupddBounno tou Beogindnoufou pe t ondvia aneikdvion tou ayiou Nikngdpou (13 ai.) kar éppetpn enypaen. O Bgopindnouos Atav niBavms
ané tous Aiyous EAAnves agiwpatodxous, nou napépeivav oty unnpeoia twv Aativwv etd ty diwon s Kwvotavuvounonns 1o 1204.

Lead seal of Theophilopoulos with a rare depiction of Agios Nikephoros (13" c.) and a metrical inscription. Theophilopoulos was probably
one of the few Greek officials, who remained in the service of the Latins following the fall of Constantinople in 1204.
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2014 AEKEMBPIOE | DECEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 12 ¢ EBSopada/Week: 51

15

EAeuBepiou Iepopdptupos Agutépa ® Monday

16

Tpitn e Tuesday

17

Tetaptn » Wednesday

13

Méuntn e Thursday

19

Mapaokeun e Friday

20

Y&BBato e Saturday

21

Mpo s XpIotoU levwnoews Kupiakn e Sunday

Topayida tou Avdpdvikou Apuwvitn, bouka twv Bpaknaiwy, pe 1o Xpiotd Xadkitn (13° al.) kal EuUeton enypan.
O 6oukas htav 0 KUBEPVATNS TOU onpavikoU Bépatos twv Bpaknaiwv ot Mikpd Acia.

Seal of Andronikos Dryonites, doukas ton Thrakesion with Christ Chalkites (13% c.) and a metrical inscription.
The doukas was the governor of the important theme ton Thracesion in Asia Minor.
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2014

AEKEMBPIOX | DECEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 12 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 52

Avaotaoias ®apuakoAutpias

22

Aeutépa ® Monday

23

Tpitn o Tuesday

24

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

[évvnon tou Xpiotou

25

Méuntn e Thursday

YUvags tns ©gotokou

26

Mapaokeun e Friday

Yte@avou Mpwtopdptupos

27

YaPPato e Saturday

Metd tn Xpiotou évwnov

23

Kupiakn e Sunday

Yppayiba nou oxetiCetal pe t povh Beookendotou s Tpane{ouvias (13% - 14 ar.), pe tTh O€0t6K0 Kal Tous SUo otpatiwtikoUs ayious fedpyio kar Oe6dwpo.
Tuvaikeia povh oto épos Mibpio, tefovoe und v alyida s autokpatopIKNs OIKoYEvelas twv Meyafokopvnvay, 1I6putdv tou kpdtous tns Tpane(ouvias

(ZuA. Oikovoponounou).

Seal connected with the monastery of Theoskepastos in Trebizond (13-14t c.) with the Virgin and the two military saints, Georgios and Theodoros.
A female monastery on Mt. Mithrion, it was under the aegis of the imperial Megalokomnene family, which founded the state of Trebizond

(Ekonomopoulos Collection).
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2014

AEKEMBPIOY | DECEMBER

Mnvas/Month: 12 ¢ EBSopdada/Week: 53

29

Aeutépa ® Monday

30

Tpitn e Tuesday

31

Tetdptn ® Wednesday

IANOYAPIOX 2015

01

Méuntn e Thursday

IANOYAPIOX 2015

02

Mapaokeun e Friday

IANOYAPIOX. 2015

03

Y&BBato e Saturday

IANOYAPIOX. 2015

04

Kupiakn e Sunday

Tpayiba tou taypatos twv lwavvitdv (13° al.), nou 16pUBnke anod tous Xtaupo@dpous o 1099. MponAbe and to voookopsio tou ayiou lwdvvn,
onou nepiBaAnoviav o ApPWaTol NPOCKUVNTES. APydTEPA oI lwavvites anéktnoav Kal otpatwtkd kabrnkovia kal katAapav t P6do 1o 1306.
Seal of the order of St. John (13" c.), founded by the Crusaders in 1099. It came from the hospital of Saint John,

where pilgrims who had taken ill were nursed. Later, the Knights of St. John also assumed military duties and conquered Rhodes in 1306.
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The desk diary “2014 - Affixing one’s seal. Lead seals in the
Museum of Byzantine Culture” was printed by the Association of
“Friends of the Museum of Byzantine Culture” in November 2013
in 1000 copies.

Written and edited by Photography
Maria Polychronaki Makis Skiadaresis

. . Thanos Kartsoglou
English translation

Deborah Brown Kazazis Research in the M.B.P. photographic archive

- . Magdalini Mouratidou
Original drawings

Theodoros Zontanos Layout
Efrosini Theou Yannis Kitsoulis
Gabriela Marconi- Papadeli )
Production
Conservation MOUGOS - COMMUNICATION IN PRINT

Kyriakos Mathios

To AsUkwpa-npepolodyio «2014 - Xppayileiv. MoAuBS&SBounAa tou
Mouaoeiou Bulavtivou lMoAitiopou» ek6GONKe anod 1o LwAteo Twv
«®iAwv tou Mouocegiou Bulavtvou MoAitucpoU» Kal tunwbnke o€
1000 avtituna to NoéuBplo tou 2013.

Keipeva-Enpéneia Owrtoypapies
Mapia MoAuxpovdkn Maxkns Zkiadapéons

’ ) ©dvos Kaptodynou
AyyAikn petdppacn

Deborah Brown Kazazis ‘Epeuva pwtoypagikou apxeiou M.B.I1.

o Maybafnvh Moupatibou
[pappika €pya

©eb66wpos Zwviavos Ixeblaopods
Eugppoouvn ©éou Navvns Kitoounns
lkapnpiéna Marconi-Manadénn ;
Mapaywyn
Tuvinpnon épywv MOYTKOZ - ENTYTH EMIKOINQNIA

Kupidkos Ma6i6s



FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM OF BYZANTINE CULTURE

The association of “Friends of the Museum of Byzantine Culture” was founded in
1988, immediately after construction work on the Museum began. It is thus the only
association of friends that started its activity, contributing to the Museum collections’
recording and conservation, before the MBC'’s official inauguration in 1994.

The association of Friends forms the link between the Museum and the general
public, and its main aims are to provide the museum with moral and material
support, assist in its running, help augment its collections, and raise public awareness
regarding artefacts related with Byzantine history and art.

The Friends is a non-profit organisation recognised by the state and a member of the
Hellenic Federation of Friends of Museums (EOSFIM). Through EOSFIM, it also belongs
to the World Federation of Friends of Museums (WFFM).

The membership currently stands at over 1500 and continues to rise yearly.

Executive Committee 2013-15
Panagiota Gourassa-Georgiadou, Chair
Nikos Nikonanos, Vice-Chair

Ipatia Dionyssiadou, Vice-Chair
Efstratia Stenomeridou-Tsirli, General Secretary
Magdalini Manoudi, Treasurer

Eliza Alexandridou

Polytimi Katsochi

Athanasios Koukoravas

Sotirios Botsis

Mihalis Rokkos

Athena Sipitanou

Stamatia Rovatsou

Ol ®INOI TOY MOYZEIOY BYZANTINOY MOAITIEMOY

To Xwpateio v Oidwv tou Mouoeiou Bulavuvou MoAitiopou 16pUbnke to 1988,
apéows Petd v évaptn Kataokeuns tou Kupiou tou Mouaoeiou. Eival €tol, fows, to
povadiké Xwpateio Difdwv nou dpxice tn 6pdon tou, cupPdinovias otnv Kataypa-
@nN kal cuvthpnon twv cuddoymy tou Mouacegiou, Npiv ta enionpa eykaivid Tou nou &-
yivav 1o 1994.

To Xwpateio anotenei 1o ouvOETKS Kpiko Tou Mouaeiou Pe Ty Kolvwvid, pe KUpIous
otoxous v nBIkN Kal UAIKA gvioxuon tou Mouaogiou, th cupnapdotacn otn AIToup-
yia tou kai otov eynAoutiopd twv cuifoy®y Tou KaBms Kal tnv euaioBntonoincn tou
€UPUTEPOU KOIVOU yia td €pya tns Budavtivis I0Topias Kal TEXVNS.

Anotenei pn kepdookonikd ocwpateio, avayvwpliopévo and to kpdtos, eival yéos tns
EAAnviknhs Opoonovdias Oifwv twv Mouogiwv (EOXDIM) kal yéow auTNS CUHPETEXE]
otnv Maykéopia Opoonovdia Oifwv twv Mouaogiwv (FMAM).

Yhpepa ta pén tou Eenepvolv ta 1500 kar cuvexiCouv va autdvovial kaBe Xpovo.

Aloiknuké XupBoudio 2013-15

Mavayiwta lkoupdoa-fewpyiddou, Mpodedpos
Nikos Nikovévos, A" Avunpdedpos

Ynartia Alovuoiddou, B” Avunpdedpos
Euotpartia Xtevopepidou-ToipAn, lev. Tpappatéas
Maybadnvh Mavoudn, Tapias

Enica Ane€avopidou, Ménos

MoAutiun Katowxn, MéAos

ABavdolos Koukopdfas, Ménos

Ywthplos Mnotons, Ménos

MixanA Pokkos, Ménos

ABnva Zinntdvou, Ménos

Ytapatia PoBdtoou, Avann. pénos



MOYXEIO BYZANTINOY TTOAITIXMOY
MUSEUM OF BYZANTINE CULTURE

YOMATEIO OTAOQN MOYXEIOY BYZANTINOY ITOAITIXMOY
ASSOCIATION OF THE FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM OF BYZANTINE CULTURE
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